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Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.
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The DEPUTY STEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—FORREST.
Tacancy deelared.

The Deputy Speaker annonuced the receipt
of a lotter, signed by two members of the
Legislative Assembly, eertifying that the
member for Forrest had iied on the 13th of
November.

On motion by the Premicr ordered: That
owing to the death of Mr. Peter O'Loghlen,
late member for Forrest, the Forrest seat uvw
declared vacant, and the Deputy Speaker be
authorised to issue a writ for the election of
i mew member.

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, PAPERS,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (without natice)
agked the Colonial Secretary: When will he
place on the Table the papers regarding State
Hotels, as ordered last week?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I have
the papers, and [ will place them on the Table
of the House immediately.
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URGENCY MOTION—MINING
INDUSTRY.

drbitration Court award.

Mr. DEPLUTY SPEAKER: I have received
from the member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
the following letter under to-day’s date: —

When the House meets to-day it is my
intention, as a matter of urgency, to move,

‘‘That the House do now adjourn,’” in

order to draw atteotion to the minutes juee

isaucd by the Arbitration Court reducing
by nine shillings per week the wages of all
workers engapged in the mining industry in
the Yilgarn, Coolgardie, Broad Arrow, Dun-
das, Fast Coolgardie, North Coolgardie,

North-Eagt Coolgardie, Mt. Margaret, and

East Murchison Goldfields, and to urgently

draw attention to the necessity of the

House heing made aware of the industrial

vnrest anil the menace of State-wide dimen-

sions involved in the said minutes.
It will be necessary for seven members to
rise in their places and indicate their ap-
proval in order that the request may be
granted.

Seven members having risen in their places,

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [4.40]: [ move—
That the House do now adjourn.

I regret the neeessity that has avisen for the
wmoving of such a motion. [ emphasise the
fact that for yearg past the poliey adopted
in this State bas been to settle all industriat
disputes by means of arbitration. Tf we are
te continne to adopt that method of settle-
ment in the future, some notice will have to
be taken of the award, the minutes of which
have just heen issued hy the Arbitration
Court. T will briefly traverse the history of
the mining industry of Western Australia, as
it has heen affected from the wages stand-
point sinee 1917, Tn that year, after a delay
of soine ten months, the mining scetion of the
Australian  Workers’ TUnion—it was then
known as the Federated Miners’ Union—sue-
ceeded in having their case heard by the
Federal Acrhitration Court. When the TPed-
erzl Court issued its award, the wages of
many men were reduced by from 9d4. to 6d.
ner (day, while increases were granted in some
instances, Jliners working underground had
their wages inereased by the maguificent sum
of 1d. per day, bringing the minimum for the
underground worker from 11s. 24 to 1ls. 3d.
The awared also increased the minimum wage
for the surface workers from 108 9d. to 1ls.
3d. per day. or an increase of 6d. per day.
The duration of that award was for three
months subsequent to peace being declared.
While the wages of every other seetion of the
community throughout Western Australiaand
the Commonwealth, and almost throughout the
whole civilised world, were increased, the un-
fortunate workers at Kalgoorlie had to abida
by the 1817 award. Immediately peace was
declared, the organisation approached the
court for a variation of the award, but were
told that the court eould not deal with the
matter until the Allies had signed peace
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freativs with the whole of the uations that
had Dbeen oppoxed to them during hostili-
ties, That went on until April, 1920, 1 admit
that as a result of a conference the men
secuired one small increase just prier fo that
date. The men working in the mining industry
were the lowest paid in the Commonwealib.

My, Underwood: You mean the men in the
goldamining industry.

Mr. MUNSBIE: Yes. They were paid less
dan any other section of the mining eom-
munity during the whole period of the war,
even with the inerease granted by the em-
loyers. They abided loyally by the decision.
n 14920 they succeeded in getting before the
tate Arbitration Court. The case was heard
Jy Mr. Justice Burnside, and the resolt was
ihat he inereased the minimum from 11s, 34.
to 164, per day. Even with that enormous in-
creasy these nwn, with one execption, were
still the lowest paid miners in Australin, The
men accepted the award with high glee. it
came into operation on the 1st January, 1921,
and had a duration of 12 months. Later on
an applieation was made hy the employers for
an all-round reduction of Is. per day—a de-
cregse from 18s, to 14s. per day. Mr, Justice
Dragper awarded a minimum of 15s. per day.
The award eame into operation on the 15th
June, 1922, and had a currency of two years,
('lause 29 of the award, however, provided that
either party at the expiration of 12 months
might apply for a variation. Jmmediately
the 12 moiths had expired the Chamher of
Mines applied to the Arbitration Court for
a varintion, and sought a reduetion from 13s.
to 13s. per day. Tt would he interesting to
the whole of the workers to be informed cx-
actly what infloence was responsible for the
Chamber of Mines' applieation being heard
ahead of the applications of many unions,
some of which had been lodged 18 months
prior to that of the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. Lutey: The Chamber of Mines had the
biggest pull.

Mr. MUNSIE: What influence was bronght
to Lear to get the case of the Chamber of
Miyes heard befare that of the ather organi-
sations? Some of the uvnions had awards ex-
tending over 12 months and required an in-
terpretation of some of the clauses, hut those
awards have expired and the cases have not
been heard. Yet the Chamber of Mines, ap-
plying for a reduetion, was able to get its
vase heard almost at once. The eourt in its
latest judgment has disregarded every pre-
ecedent set up hy every Arbitration Court,
State or Federal, throughout Australia in
granting on the evidence submitted a reauc-
tion of Is. 6. per day. T say that know-
jog it to be true. A question agitating

the minds of many people is why
Mr. Justice Draper did not hear the
ease, and T say the queries asked and

the suspicions entertained are absolutely justi-
fied. Mr, Justice Tiraper was the President of
the Arbitration Court. Y say emphatically
that the workers do not regard him as a fair
president.  8till, Mr. Justiee Draper counld
_net have gone to Kalgoorlie and given a de-
cigion such as his brother judge has given.

(ASSEMBLY. ]

It would not have heen possible for him tu
swiallow the words he uttered in delivering
the previous award. Seeing Mr. Justice
Draper was president of the conrt, how eame
he to get permission to go te the North-West
to try a charge of murder against three abo-
rigrines, who had practically pleaded guilty,
while another judge was sent to hear the
Kalgoorlie case! 1 repeat that Mr. Justive
Draper could not have gone back on the words
he uttered on the previous gecasion, In de-
livering his award lie said—

In an awnrd which was finzlised in the
Arvbitration Court either shortly before or
during the hearinyg of this case—I[ refer to
the engine-drivers™ award, which is of gen-
vral application—the Presideut of the kFed-
eral Court fixed the basie waye for Kal-
gourlie at 13s. 8d., which includes a district
allowanee of 3d. per duy. Dedueting the
al, we get 13s. 3d., which does not agree
with the 123, 8d. of Kuibbs' figures taken
over the average of the past 12 months, It
1 ook at the last »hining award delivered
in this State by this court, of which T was
not then a member—-

He was referring Mr. Justice Buraside's
award—

1 got no assistance, a8 [ do uot understund
how the minimum wage of 14ds. per day was
made up, nor what was its basis. The
aetual basic wage in Kalgoorlie has not
heen proved before us, and in these eireum-
stances I would estimate 13s. 3d. as the
cost of living in Kalgoorlie to-day, but it
must be borpe in mind that this ean only he
an estimate. In addition to the bare cost
of living, we have to consider and make
some allowanee for the rizks of the industry
‘both to body and health. Accidents oeecur,
sometimes fatal, not, T am plad to say,
frequently. {(ases of the {ype of miners’
phthisis are still not wuwommen. Some
allowanee must be made for these, bat it is
imposdible to state the amount aceurately.
We have also to consider the grdinary com-
forts of life in = mining camp. Xalgoorlie
itself does not suffer from isolation. The
climate is healthy, but hot and dusty in the
sunpner. and the class of dwellings oeccupied
by the miners on the goldfickds must he
taken into conshderation, and also, outside
of Kalgcorlie the faetor of isolation. An
allowanee of 2 general nature has been
made. The minimum wage fized by the
vourt is 13s. per day, payable under & con-
tract of daily serviee,

The Premier: When was that?

Mr, MUNSIE: On the 8th June, 1922. Tn
delivering the award lr. Justice Draper snid
the previous award given by Mr. Justice Burn-
gide did not assist him to establish a basic
wage. On Enibbs's figures, he contenden,
the basic wage was 13s. 3d. per day. Then
he gaid in effect that the cowrt to he fair
must make some allowance for the risk in-
curred by the men working in the industry,
and he allowed 1s. 8d. per day for that,
bringing the basic wage to 15s. per day. The
employees’ advocate, or [ should say the
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employees’ representative on the court when
the award was delivered—-—

Mr. Underweod: He was an advoeate all
the same.

Mr, MUNSIE: And not a bad one, either.

The Premier: He could not be an advocate
and a judge too.

Mr. MUNSIE: I referred to him as the
employees’ representative; he is nominated
by the unions. Mr. Good is the employers’
representative because he is nominated by the
employera.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. MeNeil is the
employers’ representative now, ’

Mr. MUNSIE: That is right; Mr, McNeil
suceeeded Mr. Good.

Mr. Underwood: XNeither of them should
be on the court, of course.

Mr., MUNSIE: I am not arguing that at
present. If the court is going to carry on as
it has done in this instance, not either of the
three members should be there. Mr. Justiee
Draper allowed 1s. 9d. per day to cover the
risks of the industry. It wounld not have been
possible for him to go back to Kalgoorlie,
take Inibbs's figures as a guide, and give
the men a minimum of 13s. 6d. per day.
Sooner than make him swallow his own words,
it was convenient to find means to transfer
him to the North-West, sending to the gold-
ficlds another judge who had ‘not any words
to swallow.

The Premier: Convenient for whom!?

Mr. MUXSTIE: Convenient for Mr. Justice
Draper and convenient for the employers.

The Premier: They have no contirol over
the eourt.

Mr. MUNSIE: The whole substance of tha
argument advanced—Mr. Somerville directed
attention to it in his ecomments—wvas that if
the prevailing rate continued, the mining in-
dustry must go down; it could not live under
such a minimum wage. The advocate of the
Chamber of Mines, Mr. Bloxsome, went go
far as to say that, even with the gold pre-
mium, wages being as they were prior to the
award and the Ivanhoe mine working as it
had been doing, they were making a loss of
£6,000 per month and could not possibly econ-
tinue. Mr. Somerville pointed out that if
wapes were to be attacked to make good that
£6,000 per month, the workers in Kalgoorlie
would bave to aceept a mimimum of 7s. per
day. That was all the mine-could pay if the
whole of the £6,000 loss was to be covered by
a reduction of wages, Mr. Somerville wanted
to know why other sources of expense were
not attacked. He said it was proved in
evidence that the cost of mining requisites,
ineluding firewood, had increased by 59 per
cent., while wages, even under Mr, Justice
‘Burnside’s award, represented an increase of
only 48 per cent. When we remember that
fuel represents a big item and that there had
been only one slight increase in the cost of
fuel, the cost of other commodities must have
been enormons, Why was not some effort
made to attack the cost of mining requisites
generally instead of attacking wages? Mr.
Somerville said—
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Public attention is concentrated on what
are called ‘‘high wages.,”’ The fact that
the mining industry is being gutted and de-
stroyed by the exaetions of momopolistic
trusts controlling essential supplies, such as
ehemicals and explosives, is kept in the
background. Another matter about which
we were given some astonishing figures was
taxation. In 1921 the Horseshoe mina paid
£27,000 in taxation and the Ivanhoe
£28,868. In the latter case £22,98]1 was
English taxation. The same proportion of
the £27,000 paid by the Horseshoe Mine
would also be English taxation. The
amounts in both cases are approximately
one-quarter of the wage bill and sufficient
in both cases to pay every man employed
over Js. per shift. Advantage was faken
of the extreme needs of the nations at war
to force the wages of capital, that is, in-
terest, up at least 50 per eent., and the pro-
posal now is to pinch the necessities of
Australisn workmen to pay English war
bond holders a 50 per eent. imcreage. It
wonld appear that the mines are being
‘‘gutted and destroyed’’ not by the work-
ers, but to pay English war bond holders
and the extortionate charges of foreign
suppliers of mining essentials.

That statement was deserving of grave con-
gideration. It was proved conclusively that
the mining companies, to get supplies of ex-
plogives, were compeiled to sign contracts for
four years ahead, irrespective of whether
wages might be reduced or whether the cost
of explogives might come down. Speak-
ing personally, if the existing state of
affairs is to continue, if we are to have arbi-
tration as a mecane of settling industrial dis-
putes, then arbitralion must be fair. I chal-
lenge and even defy the President of the Ar-
bitration Court who gave the award in this
case, to say that oo the evidenee submitted
he has given a fair decision. I say emphat-
ically he has not dome so. The indnstrial
workers on the goldfields are the most peace-
ful to be found on the face of God’s earth,
and if something cannot be done to alter
the position, I cannot at this stage say what
the outcome will be. I went to Kalgoorlie
on the night before last in order to be pres-
ent at the meeting that took place yesterday.
I wish to commend the men of Kalgoorlie
for the spirit they displayed at that gather-
ing. There was noe hot air thrown off, and
no extraordinary speeches made by anyone.
All the same, everyome recognised the ser-
tonsness of the position; all recognised that
the mineowners had a grip over them. At
the sume time it was felt that if something
was not done to alter the position that had
been brought about in the last few days, there
certainly would be trouble shead of the State.
The meeting carricd a resolution agreeing to
go back to work to-day; but the executive
was agked to formulate a policy to come into
operation if the award was adhered to. That
is the prinecipal reason for my bringing the
subject before the House this aftermoon. I
desire to avert tromble, but sooner than see
the men accept the reduction of 1s. 6d. per
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day, I would ask them to throw themselves on
the merey of the Government and ask the
Government to put theni all on the land. It
is not a fair proposition to expect men to
work 3,000 feet below the level of the ground
for 1s. 44. less than the award rate given to
workers engaged on the goldfields water aup-
ply scheme. Mr. Justice Draper gave this
award to those labourers only six weeks ago,
and even those men have anomalies that cught
to be redressed. Mr. Justice Draper gees fit
to award ordinary labourers engaged on the
water secheme between Merredin and Kalgoor-
lie 14s. 10d. a day, and yet we find that min-
ers who are compelled to work under difficolt
and trying conditions, are asked fo accept
1s. 6d. a day less.

Mr. Underwood: And yet you want to put
Justice Draper out of his position?

Mr. MUNSIE: I want both those judges
out,

Mr. Underwoood: And the
Court too?

Mr. MUNSIE: No; I wish to say emphat-
ically that right up to date the workers have
stood loyally by the Arbitration Court, in
spite of the faet that that eourt has been
two to one against them. It is now time that
we had it the other way-—two fo one in our
favour. It is said that if we comment on
the decision given by a judge of the Arbi-
tration Court, we nare biassed against him.
What would be wrong with making Mr, Me-
Callum president of the Arbitration Court,
just to see whether the employers would say
the same thing about himt T declare that
My, MeCallum is just as fair from hig stand-
point as Mr, Justice Draper ia from his own
point of view,

Mr. McCallom: I hope you are mot com-
paring me with him.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not comparing the
bhon. member with either of the Arhitration
Court judges. The Premier declared that
neither Mr. Justice Draper, nor Mr. Justice
Northmore, nor Mr. Justice Burnside, was

Arbitration

suited to be president of the Arbitration
Court.

The Premier: I did not say they were not
suited.

Mr. MUNSIE: But the Premier intro-
duced a Bill to appoint somebody else.

That is all we require. I am still in
favour of arbitration, but do not want it any
longer to be two to ome against me. The
award just given is absolutely unprecedented.
Even when discussing the minutes in the court
to-day, Mr. Somervifle pointed out that the
minimum wage ir Kalgoorlie based on
Knibbs’ figures, and Mr. Justice Draper’s
last award, should be 151, 2d. per day. Now
they tell us that they are only going to have
Knibbs® figures. Why not let us have them
in this instance? If they are right when they
mean gomething for the employers, we cannot
be blamed for saying that they should be
used when they are in our favour.

The Premier: Do you question them?

Mr. MUNSIE: I wish to remind the Pre-
mier that a former award questioned Enibhs’
figures to that extent that we succeeded in

[ASSEMBLY.]

inducing the majority of members in this
House to agree to a resolution favouring the
appointment of a Royal Commission to fix a
basic wage. The Premier has not given that
matter any attention yet. We have always
said that Knibbs' figures in regard to rent in
the metropolitan area are positively ridicu-
lous.

The Premier: What does he say rents are?

Mr. MUNSIE: I cannot tell the Premier
from memory.

Mr. Underwood: His figures relating to
the North-West are absurd.

Mr. MUNSIE: Apd his statistics regard-
ing rtents in the metropolitan area are
equally absurd, The evidence that has been
submitted to the Arbitration Court by house-
bolders regarding costs, has been swept
aside. Bills and documents, authentic and
properly signed, have been given in as testi-
mony to show that Knibbs’ figures were
wrong, but the court has stuck to Knibbs’
figures. But even on Kuwibbs’ figures as
they appear to-day, the miners in Ealgoorlie
should be receiving 15s. 2d. Yet the court
awards them 13s. 6d. I cannot at this stage
say where the matter is going to end, but
I tell the Premier candidly that I do not
believe the men will accept the poeition that
has arisen, simply because most of them are
married men with families and ‘it is abse-
lutely impossible to live on the goldfields on
13s. 6d. per day.

The Premier:
discussed?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, to-day, and I have
quoted the statement made by Mr. Somer-
ville. Even on Knibbs’' figures and on the
award given by Mr, Justice Draper to the
labourers employed on the water scheme, the
minimum should have been 158 2d. I do
not think there is anytling further I can
gay. 1 urge the Government to try to do
something in order te maintain that ealm
that has always existed on the goldfields.
The Premier ¢an depend upon it, however,
that peace will not be maintained unless
something is done to alter the ridiculous
decision given by the Arbitration Court, I
do not know what procedure can be fol-
lowed, but something must be done. I sub-
mit the motion.

Have the minutes been

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [6.13]: It iz customary, when
a member desires {0 move the adjournment
of the House, to notify the head of the
Government.

Mr. Mungie: In this instance I was not
aware until this afternoon that I would take
a step in this direction.

The PREMIER: Of course it is expected
that the matter will be replied to and de-
bated without any delay. All that the hoa.
member secks permission to do ia to draw
attention to the award that has been given.

Mir. Willeock: And to what it will prob-
ably lead.

The PREMIER: The motion moved by
the hon. member sets out that it i3 desired
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to draw attention to the minutes just issued
by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Munsie: And to the gravity of the
position.

The PREMIER: I did not know that the
minutes bad been discussed until the hon.
member mentioned the fact this afternoon,
I do not know whether the hon. member
wishes arbitration to eontinune. If he does
not, he should have told ns why it is mot
satisfactory.

Mr, Mungie: I thought T told you that the
award was against the weight of evidence.

The PREMIER: If by statute a tribunal
is established to hear cases, then of couras
the Government are not responsible for the
decicions that are given from time to time.
How can this House be held responsible for
what the court does? The hon. member is
perfectly justified in calling the Chamber’s
attention to the faet that the wages have
just been reduced by 9s, a week, and that
a year ago they were reduced by ls. per day.
I have not had am opportunity of looking
into Mr, Justice Northmore’s award at all.
The motion shows that Mr. Justice Draper is
not a much loved man amongst the union-
ists, Let me Qispel the idea that anyone
had anything to do with Mr. Justice
Draper’s going north other than the proper
authority. I do hope the hon. member does
not even for a momeat suggest that the
mining companies approached the Govern-
ment on this gquestion, or that the Govern-
ment permitted the mining companies, or
anyone else, to approach them with regard
to the constitution of the Arbitration Court.
The Government do not arrange when or
how 2 case shall be heard. The president
of the Arbitration Court determines how
cases shall be taken. There may be a great
many cases before the court.

Mr. Munsie: Whenever a union applies to
the court for an earlier hearing, the reply
always is, ‘*No, you must take your turn.’’

The PREMIER: All I know ia that the
authority which decides when a case is to
be heard is the president of the Arbitration
Court. Mr. Justice Draper did go north,
and Mr. Justice Northmore took this case.
I see no reason why Mr. Justice Draper
should not go north, or why Mr. Justice
Northmore should not take this case. I had
not the faintest idea that anyone would
take exception to the appointment of an
acting president of the Arbitration Court.
But I did know, and I do know, that Mr.
Justice Draper has been objected to by the
unione,

Mr, Munsie: Certainly.

Mr. Hughes: ¥ou have known that for a
long time,

The PREMIEE: Mr. Justice Draper’s
award of January, 1922, was applauded by
the unions.

Mr. Munsie: I say he could not have got
over the statement he made about making an
allowance of 1s. 84d.

The PREMIER: The hon. member quoted
at conmsiderable length from WMr. Justice
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Draper’s award of 10922. Now it is sug-
gested that Mr. Justice Draper was not per-
mitted to take this case because it did not
guit some party to the case. T wish to dispel
that idea, and I ask the House not to listen
to it for a moment. Mr, Justice Draper went
north in the execution of his duty, and be-
eause he was very much run down and needed
a rest. Notwithatanding the award of 1922,
and notwithstanding the confidence which, ap-
parently, my friends oppesite then had im
Mr. Justice Draper, there is a petition now
being signed for his removal from the bench
of the Arbitration Court. Acecording to a
statement published in the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ of the 13th October last, the metro-
politan council of the ALP, on the preced-
ing Thursday, decided to obtain signatures to
a petition for Mr, Justice Draper’s removal
from the Arbitration Court.

Mr., Munsie: That is so.
further, too, after this.

The PREMIER: From the ''West Aus-
tralian,’’ of the 18th Oetober, it appears that
Mr. Millington again referred to the position,
saying that the metropolitan council were op-
posed to Mr. Justice Draper, and that a pe-
tition waa being signed for his removal from
the beneh. Moreover, from the ‘‘ West Austra-
lian’' of the 22nd October it appears that
the Western Australian Amalgamated So-
ciety of Railway Employees at a meeting de-
cided, by resolution, to eo-operate with the
metropolitan couneil of the A.L.P, in the pre-
paration of a monster petition againgt the re-
instatement of Mr. Jusatice Draper as presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court. As late as the
9th of this month there was something more
about tha petition.

Mr. Munsie: You need not be surprised if
you hear something more about it to-mor-
oW,

Mr, Underwood: Why have an Arbitration
Court at all then?

Mr. Munsie: There will be no court if this
award stands, because you will not get am-
other union to go to the court to be murdered.

The DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Ordert I must
ask hon.‘members to keep order.

The PREMIER: I merely mentioned the
petition, becawse my friend opposite objected
to the absence of Mr. Justice Draper from
the hearing of this case. He said it was a
pity that Mr, Justice Draper was away. Yet
all the time his party are endeavouring to
get up a petition for the removal of Mr.
Justice Draper from the Arbitration Court
bench.

Mr, Munsie: Quite consistent, too.

Mr. Hughes: Mr. Justice Draper was the
lesger of two evils in this case.

The PREMIER: The attitude of hoa.
membera opposite is very inconsistent., We
shall have great difficulty in getting anybody
te become president of the Arbitration Court
if he is to be subjected to criticism and abuse
every time he delivers an award. Both par-
ties to B case cannot ever be quite satisfied
with an award. One party must be dissatis
fled. 1If, whenever an award is given, the

We shall go
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side which is dissatisfied is to have the right
to eome here and criticise not merely the
award but algo the judge himself, the po-
sition will become impossible, and no one can
in sueh circumstances be expected to act as
president of the Arbitration Court, especially
if the dissatisfied side is to be at liberty to
get up a petition for his removal,

Mr, Chesson: Who was responsible for the
removal of Mr. Justice Burnside from the
Arbitration Court?

The PREMIER: I do not know. T know
that judges get very tired of the Arbifration
Court work, and very often want to be re-
lieved of it. )

Mr. Hughes: The miners underground get
very tired, too.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Do yon say that the
judges want to be relieved of this work®

The PREMIER: Judges are always ask-
ing to be relieved of the Arbitration Court
work. This House last session passed a Bill
for the appointment of a permament presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court. The measure
was rejected by another place. However, the
peoint now is why Mr. Justice Draper was so
strongly objected to by the mover of this
metion and by those associated with him in
the Labour movement. To-day we are told
that if Mr. Justice Draper had heard this
case, all would have been well.

Mr. Munsie: I said nothing of the sort. 1
said that if he had sat on this case he could
not have swallowed his words. The other
judge could easily eut those words ont.

The PREMIER: The absence of Mr. Jus-
tice Draper, the hon. member led us to under-
stand, was a bad thing for the union.

Mr. Muasie: It is a point which the union
are justified in raising.

The PREMIER: But the union are not
justified in asserting that there was a con-
spiracy between the Chamber of Mires and
someone else to have Mr. Justice Draper
taken from the Arbitration Court bench and
another judge appointed in his place. No
one is justified in supgesting that, at any
rate. [ hope the House will resent any state-
meut of the kind, whether made witbin the
Chamber or outside it. All that happened
was that Mr, Justice Draper was run dowa
and wanted a holiday, and accordingly went
norith. He tried cases there. In the mean-
time Mr, Justice Northmore was appointed
in his place in the Arbitration Court. I am
not going to discuss the award. T consider
it no part of my duty to express any
opinion on the award.

Mr, Lambert: The mine owners expressed
an opinion on the Burnside award, and a very
strong opinion, too.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, by promptly sacking
about 2,000 men.

The PREMIER: We do not represent the
mine owners, and I say again it is no part of
the duty of this House to express an opinion
on the present award or any other award. In
fact, T have always refrained from saying
more than absolutely necessary regarding the
Arbitration Court, because the Government
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themselves are large employers, and their
cases are often before the court. Therefore
I do not think it right that the Govern-
ment should do anything which would in-
fluenee the c¢ourt one way or another, We
have unever done so. Y do mnot know
what the mine owners said about the Burn-
side award. I know, and everybody else
knows, that they nbjected to the award; but
they bad to stand by it. There has never
been an award given that has not been ob-
jected to by one side or the other. The Gov-
ernment ¢annot be held responsible for what
cither party to an award says, und the House
will surely not for one moment ask the Gov-
ernment to accept responmsibility for what
anybody says. We are not here to represent
cither one side or the other, but to represent
the whole of the people of this Btate. We
must do our best for the whole of the people.

Mr. Munsie: You have a pretty shrewd
idea that 13s. 6d. per day is not emough for
a miner on the fields, especially if he has a
family.

The PREMIER: I may have an idea, but
I do not know that T am called upon to ex-
press an opinion, or that it would be right for
me to do so. I certainly did not express an
opinion on the previous award, and I shall not
express an opinion as to the fairmesz of the
present award. All I can say is that three
gentlemen sitting on the Arbitration Court
bench heard the evidence, and that the unions
are quite capable of putting up a ecase, just
as the mine owners are. Although I have
not seen the evidence, and have not read any-
thing of what went on before the court, I am
eertain, from my knowledge of the union re-
presentatives, that the union’s ease was very
well presented. T know perfectly well that
the union secreteries and representatives are
capable men.

Mr. Lambert: But in the circumstances
the presentation of the union’s case was
about as effective as firing a blank cartridge.

The PREMIER: Whilst the mover has a
perfect right to call the attention of the
House to the award which has been given, I
do not know that he has any right to expect
me to disecnss the merits of the award. At
any rate, I do not propose to do it. The hen.
member has not sugpested what can be done,
Certainly he has said that unless arbitration
ean be made more gatisfactory to the people
who appear before the court, arbitration can-
not stand.

Mr. Munsie: In a day or so, as the result
of this award, you will get a couple of thou-
sand applications from miners anxious to
settle on the land.

The PREMIER: But they cannot all be
gettled in a day or so.

Mr. Munsie: They will be better off at
10s. a day on the land, than starving on the
goldfielde at 13s, 6d. with their families,

The PREMIER: The hon. member need
not get cresa. He has called the attention of
the House to the case, and that is all his
motion suggesis should be done,

Mr. Munsie: The forms of the House
would not allow me to suggest anything else.
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The PREMIER: To call attention to the
case is all the hon. member desired to do,
and he has done that, and I hope he will now
he content to withdraw the motion. I do not
know that any good purpose can be served by
discusging it at length. The hon. member has
suggested that the Government ought to do
something. I do not know what the Govern-
men ¢an do, As the hon. member very well
knows, the Government are not above the law
of the land. I should be very glad indeed if
the Government could devise some form of
arbitration which wounld be satisfactory and
aceeptable to all the people who appear be-
fore the eonrt. It would be a very difficult
thing to do, I know. Tt is almost beyond the
power of the human mind to suggest a means
of doing it. At all events, T know that the
Arbitration Court eannot continue unless the
people appearing before it are prepared to
accept the decisions of the court.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are we to accept a
thing whether it is right or wrongt

The PREMIER: No, I did not say that.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Well, this is wrong.

The PREMIER: The hon. member says so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I should like to put
the judge underground for a month to let
him see what it is like.

The Minister for Mines:
him up after the first day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: My father was a
miner, but he had sense emough not to bring
up hig boys as miners., I should like to put
the judge vnderground for a month.

The PREMIER: T cannot see what the
House ¢an do abont the award at this siage.

Mr. Heron: We shall have to do some-
thing.

The PREMIER: It is all very well to say
that. The court has decided this question,
and there the position stands. I am not pre-
_ pared to say that anything more ean be done.

Mr. McCALLUM  (South Fremantle)
[5.32]: The Premier complains that the
motion does not set out any line of action
that the House or the Government should take,
T do not know whether it is in the province
of members on this side to suggest a line of
aetion; but, surely, if it ean be pointed out
by us here that the court is not acting in the
interests of the State, that its decisions are
unsound and unjust, it is up to the Govern-
ment to see to it that the position is reme-
died.

The Premier: But that is said by one side
or the other after every awaxd.

Mr. McCALLUM: If the court has aeted
unjustly, unfairly, beyond the limits of the
law under which it operates, some aetion
should be taken by the Government to see
that the members of that conrt are brought
to book. I have had considerable experience
of disputes, both before and after they have
heen heard by the Arbitration Court, and I
have always stood loyally for the principle
of arbitration, even when it has not been
too popular, when there has been a strong
feeling amongst the trade unions that the
Arbitration Court had outlived its usefnlness
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and that we, as a movement, should take a
stand against it. I have always opposed that
feeling, and on no occasion have 1 favoured
any stoppage of work or other definite action
by the men against the decision of the court.
But I must confess that the recent decisions
of the court have astounded me. In the
miners’ ¢ase the decision is atroecions. It
has neither equity nor justice to support it.
It cannot be considered fair in any degree at
all, To attempt to justify the figures given,
or to urge the miners in remote goldfields
areas to submit to 13s. 6d. a day—the man
who would urge them to do that has no in-
stinets of human mature. The men sgituated
in outback mining centres are to be sentenced
to live on 13s. 6d. a day. Just imagine it!
Three men supposed to have human instinets,
supposed to know human nature, sentence
their fellow beings to live in remote places
and rear families on 13s. 6d. a day! It is
ghocking; it is a scandal! To say that a
body should retain its title as a judicial court
when it issues an award like that—I cannot
stand to that, nor could I say that the men
should submit to it. So astonished was I at
the decision of the court, and 30 anxious to
hear the arguments put up by those respon-
sible for it, and to know what had prompted
the judge and his colleague, the employers’
representative, to agree to such figures, that I
attended the eourt this morning and heard the
judgment delivered by the three members of
the court. As I understand the attitude of
the judge, it is this: that all hig predeces-
aors have been wrong; that the whole of their

decisions have been mistaken decisions; that

he ean find no logic nor argument with which
to back any of them; that an artificial posi-
tion has been created, and that he is the
Messiah come amongst us to set things right;
that his decision is the only one that can be
classed as having equity to support it. Re-
ferring to the award delivered by Mr, Justice
Burnside, giving the miners 18s. per day, the
judge went on to say:—‘‘I can find nothing
to support that. I cannot understand why
it should have been 163, The figures do not
support it. The ease does not support it.
There is no logic in giving 16s. per day. In
the next year 155. was the award, but the
same applies to that., I can find nothing to
support 15s,’” But he goes back to 1902,
quotes the rates of wages then existing, and
leads up to 1908 and 1911, and starts to
compare the wages then paid with the Com-
monwealth Statisticiain’s figures, notwith-
standing that at that period the Common-
wealth Statistician was not issuing any
figures—which the judge confessed, but said
he had since collected them and applied them
to the wages paid at that time. He goes on
to say that from figures now available—
which be does not explain; we are not en-
lightened as to what reasoring he applies to
the statistician’s figures; no information is
given as to the lines of his thought; he simply
says he has applied the figures—he finds that
all previous decisions bave been wrong, and
that the miners must work for 13a. 6d. per
day. For a judge to sit in court this morning
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and say that he could find no reason, no argu-
ment in favour of Mr, Justice Burnside's
decision, appears to me to be astounding,
coming from the judge of the Arbitration
Court. I have here the ‘‘West Auvstralian
Industrial Gaszette,’’ published by the Gov-
ernment, This is the number issued on the
10th May, 1921, It is the official record of
the decisions of the Arbitration Court, and
here the declarations of the judges when de-
livering the awards are set out. I find that
Mr. Justice Burnside clearly explained how
he made up his 16s. and on what he based
that figure, Before the award was delivered
there had been conpiderable ¢ontroversy. The
Chamber of Mines, both here and in iyondon,
had attacked the decision of the court. His
Honour referred to them. He gaid:—

But there is another question which has
arigen, and on which I think it would have
been better and more courteous, at any rate,
to the members of the court if criticism
were reserved until the facts are known. It
has been stated that the court has departed
on & new scheme, and on its own ideas in
fixing the basic wage. That statement is
baged entirely upon a confusion of ideas.
If, as is my opinion, the court ghould be
guided by Mr, Knibbs’s fignures, and if Mr.
Enibha's figures are intelligently applied, it
will be found that the court’s award is
below Mr. Enibba’ figures, not above them.

The 168. was below Mr. Enibbs’ figures, not
above them, The judge continues:—
The confusion arises from this reason:
some time age, some four or five months
ago, the eourt fixed a basic wage for the
railway service here in Perth, and it was
pointed oot that in arriving at that basic
wage the figures disclosed by Mr. Knibbs
had been taken as the guide; 8s. being the
minimum fixed in 1907, 1,000 being tbe
index figure, and 1,664 being the figure at
present representing the 1920 index, on a
common proportion sum the result will be
shown to be 13s, 4d. Now, if the same
principle is applied to Kalgoorlie, what will
be found? It must be borne in mind that
here, if I may say so, the confusion arises.
The basis in Kalgoorlie was 10s. per day,
not 8s. per day. In 1902 the court, pre-
sided over by the late Mr. Justice Moor-
head, fixed the minimum wage for Kal-
goorlie for surface labourers at 10s. per
day, and if you take 10s. per day as the
basic wage for Kalgoorlie in 1902, and
carry it on till 1908, 1909, or 1910, when
Mr. Enibbs started his caleulations, you
will find the problem works out in this
way: As 1,000—which is Mr. Knibhs’ in-
dex figure—is to to-day’s base figure for
Ealgoorlie 1,768, so is 10s. to 17s. 6d., and
that is fhe true result Mr. Enibbs’ figures
apply to this award. To test it by another
method, I would suggest to the ecrities to
try this: In 1902 the sovereign was worth
201, and the miner was getting 10s. per
day. That is to say, the wage at Kal-
goorlie paid to the surface labourer was
half a sovereign, What is the half gov-
ereign to-day in aetual moneyt Half of
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38s. 3d.—16s. 9d. That, again, coincides
with the statistics that Mr. Enibba gives,
80 that in the r¢ we have arrived at
of 16s,, if there has heen any departure, it
vgl;Ill be found the departure is on the lower
side.

In view of that lengthy reasoning given by

Mr. Justice Burnside, how could the judge in

the court this morning have said that he could

find no argument or reason why 1fis. was
ever given? This is a overnment
publication, kept as a record for

those who have business with the court.
If no case has been made out for 17s. a day
it would be hard to find one. The Burnside
decigion was given in the first ease in which
there bhad been a State award of general
appleation, Prior to that all the State
awards had been limited in their operations.
This was the first one that had general
application throughout the mining industry.
A mass of evidemee was called, including
medical, expert, and scientifie, evidence of
all desecriptions. Witnesses were called
from both pides in order to show the risk
and danger to the health of the men en-
gaged in the industry. Evidence was also
given as to the climatic effect upen the
wives and families of the miners, with
respect to the evils of dust, and the risk
from accidents, as well as the other condi-
tions incidental to this industry. After all
this evidence had been given a wage of 16s.
a day was arrived at. All the members of
the court went down the mines.

Mr, Heron: That is the true test.

Mr. McCALLUM : They saw the men
actually at work, and the difficulties they
were up against in earrying out their duties.
They also saw the tasks set them, and
breathed, for perhaps half an hour at the
outside, the atmosphere in which these men
had to live throughout the whole of their .
shifts every day. They stayed below long
encugh to come to the conelusion that the
men were worthy of some consideration. In
this particular case, however, evidence as
to the disabilities connected with the in-
dustry was not heard. The other two mem-
bers of the court did not inspect the mines,
nor eee the men at work, and yet without
congideration they wiped out the decision
that was arrived at after a thorough iun-
vestigation. The judge says ‘‘ My judgment
goes. Those who went before me do not
count. Although I am here only tempor-
arily to decide this one case I am going to
wipe out all records, and nothing my pre-
decessor has done will count with me.’’ The
records of the imdustrial tribunals in this
and other couniries show that when a new
award is applied for, and there is involved
any alteration in existing conditions, the
court generally takes existing conditions
and existing awards and asks itself if there
i any fresh evidence fortheoming since the
last decision was arrived at, anything to be
added to the situation minee the ease had
been before it. New evidence only wonld
justify the court in altering a previous de-
¢ision, and that alone would weigh with the



[15 NovEMEER, 1823.]

court in the judpment that might be de-
livered. QQuite the contrary wns the ease
in connection with this particalar matter.
The veurt says, all this thorough investiga-
tion, all this evidence from acientific anid
medical men,* from the miners who work
underground, is to be wipeid ont, end nothing
elze shall count but this new decision. That
was the deeision of the judge this morning.
It was most unreasonable, unfair, and unjust,
aml proves the man to he nwnworthy of the
Position he fills.

The Prentier: I do not think you should

say that.
Mr. McCALLUM: Tt is clearly shown hy
Knibbs® figures to-day. Tf these figures

were applied now, as built vp from the time
when the Burnside and Draper decisions
were given, the minimum rate in this ecase
should he 15s. 2d. That is mot challenged.

Mr. Underwood: .Justice Draper has chal-
lenged it.

Mr, McCALLTUM: Tt is said that the basis
on which that position is built up is wrong.
The jodge says so. He says, ‘‘First of all,
I am not going to .give anything in the
nature of a Qidiriet aflowanee. T will not
have it. The men living in Ealgoorlie enjoy
all the comforts of a town. Kalgoorlie is a
oity, and enjoys all the conveniences, -com-
forts and facilities of a city. There should
be no district allowanee pgiven to men
living in such eircumetances.”’ He ignored
the fact that this award extends to Wiluna,
to Phillips River, through Yilgarn, and covers
every little mining ¢camp from one end of the
fields to fhe other. What about those men,
and the famrlies of thesc men, who have lived
their lives in the industry?

Mr. Underwood: Well, what is the matter
with these campg?

Mr. McCALLUM :
apys

Mr, Tmderwood: What s wrong with the
eampe?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T warn the
hun, memher that #f he will pot take amy
notice of ‘the Chair 1 will have to tzke action
apgnrinat him.

Mr. Underwood: T am sorry, but what is
the matter with the camps?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the hon.
member refrain from interjecting?

Mr. Lutey: As soon as he pets into his
sent he bogins chipping at evervene,

The ITEPUTY SPEARKER: Order!

My, McCALLIU'M: T have looked for a
reason that could prompt the juidge to give
this Adecision, hut this is the argument he
uses for declining to make district allow-
ances. He ignored all the diseomforts
and disadvantages as well as the hardships
attendlant upon life in ‘the outlying dis-
tricts.

Mr, T'nderwood:
agey ‘fhere.

Mr. McCALLUM : Districtk allowances
lave been given 'by ‘the Arbitration ‘Court
to eagineers, bakers, waitresses, -pdFiee,

Becanse this judge

There are no disadvant-
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engine-drivers, railway employees, loco.
drivers, plumbera apd moulders, gnd =ix

weeks ngo were given to water supply em-
ployees, To-day, hewever, we find they ure
not given to miners. Why bas this distine-
tion been miade? The allowance has been
given to practically every other industry,
but is refused in the cese of the mining in-
dustry. ° Then we find tbat schocl teachers,
roilway ofliccrs and all branches of the
Commonwealth Public Service receive dis-
triet allowances when the people concerned
live on the goldfells, but that does not
weigh with the judge. He says, ‘' Because
you mre a miner you will net wet it.’’ IHe
gives the men living at Wiluua an inerease
of 24. a day over and above that to which
the city man is, according to him, entitled,
on the ground .of inereased cost of living.
The judge anid, °'Because the statistieian
shows there is that much increase in the
cost of living at Wiluna, you will be en-

titled to that - difference.’’ Six weeks
ngo the water supply workers on the
fields were awarded 14s. 10d.,, amd the

miner is now asked ‘to work for 13s. 8d.
‘Bottle waghers in the Kalgoorlie breweries
recetve 10y, 8d,, and in ‘the Perth breweries
the. 8. A breadl carter in Kalgoorlie re-
ceives 155 104, and a2 barmaid in Perth re-
coives 146s., while the miner ia to receive only
13s. 6d.

Hon. M. F. Troy: ‘It is the rottenest oceu-
pation in the world.

Mr. MeCALLTM: Every hour and every
day of his kife he is underground he is facing
death .and dizeage. L the great bulk of the
miners do mot lose their lives by falling rocks,
or ns g result of some -other sort of accidant,
they fimish dt the Wooroloo Sunatoriom. One-
third of ‘their lives ism 4pent within the bowuels
of the earth, and for this they are recom-
pensed to Bhe extent of 13s. 6d, a day, as
ngginst the better rates that operate under
agreements znd the awards of the courts m
other industries. Then there are the anomaliex
that will be rreated. This is the phase of the
situation ‘that appeals most 'to me. T -cammeot
vot grec the ultimate effect of it. The n i
mum rate nf pay for rallway employces in
Kalgoorke is 16s., plus all the privileges and
advantages of employmoent m the railwey ser-
vice. If a railway employee there wishes to
wend his wife and family to the econst he is
given a free pass over the railways. How
ean a wituation like this make for satisfactory
working conditions? Can we have industrial
peace while this sort of thing prevails? How
can industry go on whilat these anomalies ex-
ist in one town amongst the small communities
that are settled there? “Whilat this court is
forcing Teductions and hringing men below
the bread ‘Hne, wmions in Kalgoorlie, under
the afljusted ‘fipures ecf the Commonwealth
Stafistician, are engaged in securing increases
for ‘their menibers. In Fremantle recently
¥he Tumpers hall ‘an inerease of Bs. a week,
and fhe horse Brivers in Perth a slmilar in-
crease, ‘but the mirers in Kalgoorlie -are to
suffer & Becrease of 9s. a week.
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The Premier: That system was objected to
2 few months ago.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I strongly object to it
now. It js wrong and cannot last. I point
this out to show the far-reaching effect of this
award. It will cause dissatisfaction in practi-
eally every industry throughout the State. It
will force the employer and the employee to
sit up and take motice of it. What will the
cud be, and what will it lead to? I was as-
tounded when I read about it in the paper,
but after attending the court this morning
and listening to the judgment, I was abso-
Jutely dwifounded to think that the situation
was taken so lightly by those who deliversd
the judgment. T was amazed that so little
consideration was given to the position, and
that the judgment should have been delivered
with so little regard for the eonsequences.
This means an aectval reduction of 3s. 64. a
day within a perioed of 17 months, The
miners were first reduced 1a. a day in June
of last year. They are now to suffer a re-
duction of auother 1s. 6d., making a total
of 2s. 6d. This means a loss of 155, a week
within 17 months, notwithstanding all they
have had to put up with to earn their wages.
For many years they have submitted to the
position of being the lowest paid industrial
workers in the Commonwealth, Evidently
their desire to carry on the industry peace-
fully has been entirely misinterpreted. Tt is
aceepted by some people as showing that mo
matter what may be offered to them and what
conditions they may have to work under, they
will be prepared to submit. They must go
into the mines as usual, and econtinue their
work no matter what may be imposed upon
them, Many members have recently paid a
vigit to the goldfields, and seen for them-
selves the conditions under which our miners
lived and worked. Do they think 13s. 6d. a
day is a fair thing to ask these men to work
for? The Premier has said that Parliament
has passed laws, and established tribunals,
that there are now Acts of Parliament under
which the men can operate, and from which
they are te areeept their directions and in-
structions, and that they are expeeted to live
up to those Acts. This is the particular see-
tion of the Industirial Arbitration Aet which
i3 supposed to govern the question of the
standard of living. Section 84 says—

No minimom rate of wages or other re-
muneration shall be preseribed which is not
suffieient to enable the average worker to
whom if applies to live in reasonable com-
fort, having regard to any domestie ohliga-
tions to which such average worker would
be ordinarily subject.

Can it be arpued that 13s. 6d. will allow the
workers to live up to the standard set out in
this section? How ecan they face their do-
mestic responsibilities, and rear families in
Kalgoorlie or Wiluna on the reduced rates set
out? The eourt has disregarded the standard
set up by Parliament, which standard operates
in all other industries. No eourt in this coun-
try has ever attempted to view the industrial
situation in such a unique light as this par-
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ticular court has done. The 1920 decision
was the first in Western Australia that, ac-
cording to the request made to the court,
was one of gencral application. Sinte then
there has been & remarkable sequence in de-
velopments. 1 ask the Premier to take par-
ticular notice of this because if there is any
ground for suspicion, it is in consequence of
the happenings to which I will direct his
attention, If anybody is respomsible for
the pesition that has arisen, the Government
shonld take action against the individual con-
cerncd. In 1920 the Burnside award was
issued fixing the rate at 16s. What followed?
Banguets were held in London; wine flowed;
gpeeches were made; the cablea were utilised,
and column after column of propaganda
appeared in the local Press and also in the
Engliish Press, This set out that the industry
could not afford to pay the award rate. The
Premier waa approached and I believe he was
asked to bring pressure to hear on the court
to have something done.
The Premier: No,

Mr. MecCALLUM: The Premier was ap-
preached when he was in London, and he was
asked if it wns possible for the industry to
be relieved of this burden.

The Premier: They diseussed the matter
with me just as you, or the unions, discuss
matters with me here,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Column after column
of specches were cabled ont as propaganda
and published under bhig headlines in the
local Press. Operations were curtailed and
only a sufficient number of miners were em-
ployed to keep the mines going. The eom-
panies slowed down on their job., Everything
possible was done to influence the court to
modify the 1920 award. In 1922 the Draper
award was given endorsing the 1920 Jdecision.
Knibhs'® figures were again taken as showing
a reduction. Then the London Chamber
of Mines, together with the Western Aus-
tralian Chamher of Mines, made strenuous
efforts to get rid of the laymen from the
Arbitration Court bench. Why was that
done? The member for Hannans (Mr. Mup-
sie) by his guotations thia afternoon, showed
why that uchion was taken, Tt was because
Mr. Somerville, the workers’ representative
on the Arbitration Courf, had realised what
was the real reason for the high cost of min-
ing. e indicated how the big monopolies
had been set up, how the mines had to pay
large amounts as taxation in England, and
so on. They saw that Mr. Somerville was a
thorn in their side, and as they could not
ask for the removal of one lay memher who
happened to be the workers’ representative,
they had to ask for the two laymen to he
removed. When they found they could not
get past the court with Mr. Somerville on
the bench, they set out for another reform.
Then there was the sudden and still unex-
plaineil removal of the employers’ representa-
tive, Mr. F. D. Good.

The Premier: He was able to resign if he
wanted to.
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Mr. McCALLUM:
any choice.

The Premier: 1 do not know that?

Mr, MeCALLUM: T know a good deal of
what happened, and I do not think he had
any choice in the matter at all. He was re-
moved from the bench very suddenly and
another man was appointed to represent the
employers in his stead. Foliowing on that,
we have the case under review, the applica-
tion in econnection with which was lodged
in June of this year! I put a question to the
Premier some weeks ago and asked him why
this ease had been listed for hearing when so
many unions had been waiting for over 18
months and could not get before the court. 1
have the official record of all the cases listed,
and this shows that there are 68 ahead of
the one under discussion. One was lodged on
the 4th May, 1921, and yet no date has been
fixed for the hearing. Despite the fact that
these unions were anxious to get before the
court, the mining case was listed and 2 de-
cision given which represents a substantial re-
duction in wages.

The Premier: The Government have no-

thing to do with that.
" Mr. MeCALLUM: Then Mr. Maughan ar-
rives here from Melbourne. He goes to the
Weld Olub and sits down with the judge and
drinks champagne. Then an applieation is
made to the court and his case is listed ahead
of the others.

The Premier:
that.

Mr, MeCALLUM: TIf T think things are
going on that I do not belicve the Premier
would endorse, it i3 time {0 make them known,
Tf what I have said is correct, and there has
heen the sequence of events I have indicated,
it shows everything is mot fair and square,
and that some action should be taken to re-
medy the existing position. How is it that
Mr. Maughan can arrive here and get his
case dealt with, when 68 unions have ap-
plied for hearings and eannost get before the
ecourty What is the explanation of that?

The Premier: Mr. Maughan has nothing
to do with this matter.

Mr. McCALLUM: He was here acting for
the employers and conducted the case.

The Premier: I thought he had left here!

Mr. McCALLUM: He eame to the State
to conduct the case, How is it he was able
to secure such an early hearing? In reply
to my question, to which I have referred,
the Premier said that the President of the
Court was responsible for fixing the dates for
hearings. I made inquiries and found that
that statement was eorrect. The position
should be altered; those affected should ne
consulted and the dates should not be fixed
by ome individual. ‘Then the member for
Hannas drew attention to another point, One
judge dealt with two previous ecases affeci-
ing the industry, and only six weeks ago gave
a decision which affected district allowanees.
He was not available to hear the case under
disensgion and another judge was appointed
to deal with it. Thus in the course of two

I do not think he had

You have no right to say
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short years we have had three different presi-
dents of the Arbitration Court. In effect
that means we have had three different
courts, during that brief period. Is it any
wonder that there are anomalies and that
there is so much dissatisfaction among the
unions? In such circumstances, how can we
expect our industrial laws to work smoothly?
How can anyone know where he stands in-
dustrially when, within such a short period,
three different presidents give such varying
decisions? Tt is beyond all endurance, and
men cannot be expeeted to submit to this
kind of thing. Tt is for the Government to
take action to ascertain whether there is any
significance in the sequence of events to which
I have drawn attention, or to show they were
mere aceidents. There is another most extras
ordinary feature. After the minutes of an
award have been spoken to, the court usually
adjourns, and notifies the parties affected
when the award will be delivered. In thia
instance, argument upon the minutes took
place this moraing, and the court declared
that the delivery of the award would take
place to-morrow morning! Such a thing has
never been known before in the history of tha
State Arbitration Court. No iime is being
wasted on this occasion. What is the reasen
for that? I do not kunow why all these things
should happen in connection with this ome
ease. There has been an unfortunate set of
circumstances and the miners are now re-
duced to the position that they are asked to
accept a rate of wages that will reduce their
standard of living below what Australia has
boasted of for her citizens. I gave notice of
motion this afternoon for the appointment of
a Royal Commission to investigate the basis
on which the court’s award is being given, to
ascertain whether it is founded on justice and
whether the statisties that have been taken
into consideration are such as should bave
bheen regarded by the court in view of the
provisions of the Act as to the standard of
living.

Mr. Heron: The mines will not be hkept
working if this goes through.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Surely I have given
evidence in the comparisons I have made that
the position is not satisfactory.

The Premier: You have inerely proved
that arbitration is impossible if we accept
your statements.

My, McCALLUM: T am still a firm be-
liever in the prineiple of arbitration.

The Premier: I am glad to hear you say
that.

Me, MeCALLUM: It is impossible to carry
out that system satisfactorily if a judge is to
accept the position as president of the court
merely to fill a gap, longing for the time
when he can be relieved of his duties and re-
fraining frem making it his life’s joh. So
far, judges have taken the position for a
brief period, hoping, so to apeak, that they
will get out of it at the end of the week
They have chafed under the work; they have
become irritable. Instead of that, the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court should make it
his life’s work and study the induatrial condi-
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tions so as to secure a mastery over the situa-
tion., T have not much faith in the success of
arbitration as it is praectised now. I sup-
ported the idea of a permanent president of
the court last year. Although that proposal
did not receive the unanimous support of
the Opposition side of the House, I am still
convinced that it would be a step in advance
of the present position. If we are to have
three different presidents within two years,
how can any union representative know what
the court will require, how he should state his
cage, and what he should do? It makes the
position of all those having Dbusiness with the
Arbitration Court absolutely impossible. I
am disgusted and disturbed at the prospect
of any section of the community being asked
to live on a wage of 13s. 6d. per day at Kal-
goorlie. Do hon. members realise the hovels
men and women live in there? Let them go
into those homes and see what they are like.
I have ptated before that these people are
little removed from the aborigimes. I won-
der that the men agree to continue to
work under such conditions. Now they are
asked to come down to a still lower level and
it ise beyond human enduranee to ecarry on
under such altered conditions. I hope some
way will be found to prevent the award oper-
ating, and that it will be suspended until a
thorough investigation is made to show the
absolute injustice of it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Ealgoorlie) [7.30]:
It will be as well at the outset if we clearly
understand what is meant by the aetion of
this side of the House in submitting a motion
for adjournment, It is taken with a view to
draning attention to an award to be delivered
by the Arbitration Court, or that has been
delivered by the court this afternoon. That
award means an injustice to the workers in
the mining industry, inasmuch as by a redue-
tion of the basie rate of wage to 13s. 64, a
loss of 1s. 6d. per day, the court has set out
to lower the standard of living of the men in
the industry. The workers will be worse off
to the extent of 93. per week. Thase of us
that recently visited the Eastern Goldfields
must realise what that means in a worker’s
home. It i3 only necessary for us to comsider
the conditions under which the workers on the
goldfields live, the trying conditions they bave
to put up with, and aleo the great disadvant-
ages under which they work, to realize the loss
sustained by a redwvetion in wage of 9s. per
week. The regressive position is Jargely due
to the action of the Premier in defying Par-
Hament. At the clese of last session the
Leader of the Opposition submitted a motion
for the appointment of a Commission te in-
quire into and report as to a fair bagic wage.
Parliament agreed to that, yet after months
of delay the position still remains that the
Government have taken mo action and, so far
as can be learnt, have no intention of taking
action. Tn the case recently dealt with it was
elearly demonstrated that our arbitration
courts-——the personnel of the courts has been
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changed repeatedly within the last two years
—are at a loss to knmow where to start in
framing their awards. On this occasion wa
have heard the award delivered by Mr. Jus-
tice, Burnside in 1920 and that delivered by
Mr. Justice Draper in 1922 criticised by My,
Justice Northmore, who eannot find the pre-
mises on which his ecolleagues based their re-
spective awards. Mr, Collier and the Labour
movement generally realisdd the position a
considerable time ago, and action was taken
to overcome the confusion that arises when-
ever the workers take a case to the Arbitra-
tion Court. In this latest instance, if there
be any credit for the reduction of wages, the
Premier can take it, and take also the re-
sponsibility.

The Premier: Well, T am not. going to.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: That is character-
istic of the Premier.

The Premier: What you are saying may
be very good political propaganda.

Ms, CUNNINGHAM: There is only one
remedy for the existing position: a proper
basis must be established on which to rest
our industrial awards. That basis has not
yet been established. We even bave conflict-
ing opinions by respective presidents of the
Arbitration Court. So well known is this,
that Parliament has seen fit to agree by reso-
lution that a tribunal be established with a
view to arriving at a proper basis for the
framing of awards. But the Premier has
defied Parliament and ignored the voice of
the people’s representatives, and so the posi-
tion can be attributed to the inaction of the
Premier. This latest award is geing to be
the death-knell of our arbitratign system,
The workers will ne longer continue to sit
quietly by and allow the changes of presi-
dents in the court to which we have become
accustomed during the last two years. What
are we to expeet but confusion? There is no
permanency. A judge appointed to the Arbi-
tration Court can, according to his likes and
dislikes, take on the work, or refuse to do
the work pending decision. Mr. Justice Burn-
gide wanted to get away from the Arbitration
Court. Mr, Justice Draper was appointed io
replace him. Now we have Mr, Justice North-
more taking the place of Mr. Justice Draper.
So the confusion continues. The present sya-
tem of arbitration must go. The workers will
no longer be content to take case after case
to the eourt for decision, only to find the
awards as unsatisfactory as they have been
during recent months. There is no continuity
of policy exhibited by the court.

Mr. Pavies: That is where the fault lics,

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: Tt is well for vs to
realise that. The fault must be remedied.
It has been repeatedly pointed out, notwith-
standing which remedial measures hav: not
been applied. The only persons who can
remedy the pernicigus system are the Gov-
ernment, and the Premier.

The Premier: Did you pass last vear’s
Bill?

Mr. CCNNINGHAM: XNo, Action mnst
be taken with a view to constituting an Arbi--
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tration Court that the workers can respect,
If the workers have no confidence in the Arbi-
tration Court, how can we look for industrial
peaced That is our trouble. It must be
remedied, whether by this or by some other
Government. It cannot be allowed to con-
tinwe. An injustice has been dome to the
workers in the mining industry by the lower-
ing of their standard of living, by denying
them a reasonable measure of food, clothing
and educational facilities, all of which muat
be paid for ont of the miner’s wage. 1t
meang a distinct lowering of the standavd of
living of the workers. What remedy have the
workers in the mining industry? Teey cannot
use the Chamber of Mines, When Mr. Juns-
fice Burnside’s award was delivered in 1920,
the employers availed themselves of cvery
possible avenue to have the award cancelled.

Mr. Davies: They did not meet with any
snceens, though,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: But they did. That
is the trouble. When they found they could
not get the award cancelled, they toox direct
action. A number of the workers employed
in the mining industry were put off. Mines
were closed down. 8o it will be seen how
one-gided, after all, our arbitration ecourt sys-
tem is. Where the employer has the right to
loek the door on the employee there ecan be
no justice for the worker. The employers
bad the right on that occasion, and they
availed themselves of it. They even went so
far as to get into touch with the Premier,
with a view to having the award cancelled.

The Premier: I don’t know about that.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Youn visited London,
and it was stated in the Press of Western
Australia that a ecertain line of aetion bad
been taken.

The Minister for Works; Not by the Pre-
mier. ’

The Premier: I did not read it.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: 1 was under the im-
pression that the Premier always read his
newspaper. Apparently he mnst have neg-
leeted his morning paper. I have pointed
out that the present system of arbitration is
unsatisfactory to the worker. I have ex-
plained the position of the men. They have
not the power the employers possess. When
we realise that the only remedy they have is
to get out of the industry, we get some idea
of the seriousness of the Position. Men will
not undertake work in the industry to-day
with the readiness they displayed a few years
ago. Although we eannot get the president
of the court and the employers’ representa-
tire to realise the dangers and risks attached
to mining, the workers are fully aware of
them, and are ready to avail themselves of
any opportunity to get out of the industry.
If this award beromes operative, there will
be a reduction in the number of men em-
ployed on the goldfields. Those who can get
ont of the industry should do se. Tt is too
much to ask the miners to accept 13s. 6d. per
day and attempt to feed, elothe, honge and
bring np a family on it. They canmot do it.
Although we have exerted efforts quite re-
eently to revire the industry, we must ex-
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pect to find an exodus of population in eon-
sequence of this award. We cannot expect
men to continuve to work in an industry that
representatives of the Chamber of Mines have
proved to be unprofitable. According to their
evidence the payable ore has been exbausted.
If the industry cannot afford to pay a reas-
ounable rate of wages, the sooner it goes out
of existence the better. It is all very well
to talk about the possibilities of mining and
all that the industry has meant to Western
Anstralia, but when a court preseribes & mini-
mum of 13a. 6d. per day on the evidence sub-
mitted by the employers, I say it is time to
close down the mines. Other avenues of em-
ployment must be found for these people. In
the past mine after mine has been closed
down, and the men thrown out of work have
had to seek employment elsewhere. We must
prepare for a similar contingency now, only
on a larger scale. The result must be a great
economic loss to the State. I would not ask
the men in the industry to continue under the
rate fixed by the court. I am prepared to
advise 2il that e¢an, to get out of the indus-
try. A number will ind employment in other
avenues, and their departure will mean lesa
work for those that remain. The Premier
said the award did not call for any comment
from him. T realise his position, but we are
not prepared to allow such an award to stand
without protesting on behalf of the men that
are winning this wealth for the State. Not-
withstanding the Premier’s attitude some
action should be taken regarding the
Arbitration Court. I believe there is con-
certed action on the part of the employers
thronghout Australir to secure a reduction in
the minimum rates of pay. Already in some
ingtances they have succeeded in gecuring an
extencion of the hours of labour. To secure
a reduction of pay they have started with the
miners, and how long will it be before work-
ers in more congenial oceupations find their
rates of pay attacked? Slight reductions
have been made in some industries. A number
of unions have been waiting for months to
get their cases before the court. When they do
reach the court we know what will happen—
down will come the rates of pay. That policy
i3 being pressed by the Chamber of Mines,
the Employers’ Federation, the Chamber of
Manufactures and other organisations con-
trolling industry. Before this session clages
Parliament will learn gomething of the in-
tentiona of the workera. The employees are
not prepared to allow the Arbitration Court
to lower their standard of living to the ex-
tent that the miners have suffered. The re-
spongibililty reats entirely with the (overn-
ment. The whole thing is in the hands of
the Premicr; he has ignored Parliament. Par-
liament decided to establish a tribunal te fix
a proper basis for awards that would ensure
a reasonable standard of comfort for a
family. The Premier has ignored Parliament
and is looking for trouble. Tt secems to me
he is condoning the action of the employera
in their attempis to reduce the standard of
living enjoved by the workers. How long has
it taken to win some of the rights of which
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the workers are now being robbed? It has
taken generations of toil on the part of their
representatives, and haa involved suffering on
the part of the workers, their wives and fam-
ilies. The issue is one that must be faced.
I have no advice as to the intentions of the
miners, but I feel sure the men will not take
this award sitting down and that we
shall witness one of the worst Christmas's
ever known on the goldfields. Consider what
has happened. One judge is pulled out of the
position of president of the court and an-
other shoved into it for the time being,
purely by way of emergency to do what has
been done on this oecasion.

Mr, Teesdale: That sort of stuff will nof
do any good. It will not help your case.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I think it will. It
wounld be of little use my saying nice things
when I mean nasty things.

The Minister for Works: So long as they
are just.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: One has only to
take the evidence submitted by the workers’
representative and compare the deeision of the
ecourt with its decisions on the two previous
occasions. How could a judge give such an
award and call it just or equitable? I cannot
ascertain on what basis he made the award.
Mr. Somerville, after years of toil in the in-
terests of those he represents, finds he has
been working on wrong premises. He was
always of opinion that the evidenee given at
each hearing went to «build up industrial
conditions, that there was a continuity in
the work of the court justifying each decision
that was given, but Mr, Justice Northmore
says it is not so. That iz one of our great
troubles. We have men constituting the court
that have not become sufficiently acquainted
with the conditions of the industry to give a
fair and just decision on the question of pay.
I hope that the discussion will have the de-
sired effect—that there will be no disruption,
but that means will be found to preserve
industrial peace and give the miners a fair
and just rate of pay.

Mr. MULLAXY (Menzies) {7.56]: I take
it the object of the motion i3 to bring promi-
nently before the publie the position regard-
ing the Arbitration Court’s recent award gov-
erning conditions of employment on the east-
ern goldfields. Ever since I heard of the
principle of arbitration, I have advocated it
as a means to settle industrial disputes, but
from my knowledge of the conditions on the
goldfields T am satisfied the industry cannot
be earried on under the latest award. In
view of the cost of the necessaries of life, it
is impossible for the men to keep themselves
in a fit state of health to carry on their work,
or their families in decent comfort. I com-
mend the Kalgoorlie miners on the stand they
have taken. While they have expressed their
disapproval of the award they have kept the
industry going in the bope that some re-
adjustment will be made. I cannot suggest
how that can be done, but I join with other
speakers in the opinion that the industry will
not go on unless a re-adjustment is made. I
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do not advocate resort to strike methods, but
the rate of pay awarded is insufficient. This
means a severe reduction of 1s, 6d. in wages
on the goldficlds as compared with the award
of 1922, Tt does not apply only to Kalgoorlie,
[ did not hear the minutes of the award dis-
cussed in court, but, from what I can under-
stand from the speeches delivered to-night,
Mr, Justice Northmore referred only to Kal-
goorlie. The award will apply to districts
extending north and south from Kalgoorlie
for hundreds of miles. Im the outback cen-
tres the wmen are more isolated than they are
on the big group of mines in Kalgoorlie. This,
however, does not affect the main issue, which
is that the wages offered to the industry are
insufficicnt. The total reduetion as compared
with the Burnside award of 1921 is 28, 6d.
per day. If a reduction of wages is desired
by the Employers’ Federation, or any other
section of the people, I am at a Joss to under-
stand why the goldfields areas ghould he first
selected for the purpose.

Mr. Harrison: Which is elear proof that
there has been no activity in that regard.

Mr., MULLAXY: Even if one were to
admit that a reduetion in wages was neces-
sary or desirable, the goldficlds area is the
last part of Australia to which this should
apply. The miners are dependent upon other
centres for all the commodities they use.
Wages are kept up to a certain scale in the
metropolitan area. Before any reduction is
effected on the goldfields, there should be re-
ductions elsewhere and a deecrease in the
prices of the commodities that are used by the
men on the fields. I believe it was argued
that the mining industry cannot continue so
long as the present scale of wapges operates,
That may or may not be true. The grade of
ore during recent years has not improved,
and the diffieulties attendant upon raising
the ore from greater depths is increasing
all the time. Whilst we may be looking
for some means to continne our mining
operations, we must all agree that other
avenues should be searched before the wages
of the workers in the industry are re-
duced. It may be thought to be out
of place for Parliament to diseuss Arbitra-
tion Court awards. Parlizument makes the
laws that are placed upon the statute-book,
and members are expected to @e their utmost
to see that the law is respected, I commend
the miners in Kalgoorlie for adopting lawful
means of rectifying the injustices that have
been meted out to them, and for not having
resorted to the barbarous and cruel method
of atriking. An award was giver six
weeks ago by Mr. Justice Draper wherein
he made the minimum rate for workers em-
pleyed by the Water Supply Department 13s.
44. in the metropolitan area, with a distriet
allowance of ls. 6d. per day to operate be-
tween Merredin, about 250 miles west of Kal-
goorlie, and Goongarrie, some 80 miles north-
east of Kalgoorlie. The same court, but with
a different president, now malkes the minimum
wage for men who have to work under the
unhealthy conditions of mining in Kalgoorlie
13s. 6d. per day. This places the miners, wht
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have no gunrantee of eontinunity of employ-
ment, but are kept on from day to day in the
most dangerous occupation of mining, on a
worse footing than those who are employed
by a Government department in the same
arca, The law should be respected, but, when
anomalies such as these exist, one eannot
reasonably expect the Australian worker to
bow his head and aeccept them. The main
induestry in Kalgoorlie is mining, although
there are other industries, such as the pastoral
indostry, in and around that town. The
mainstay of Kalgorlie is mining. Some 3,000
or 4,000 workers are engaged in that industry
and these who are working in other industries
are dependant for {heir existence wpon the
mining activities. There are many indus-
trial apreements in operation in Kalgoorlie,
which have been arrived at solely as a result
of conferences between employees and em-
ployers in the district. In the case of cordial
manufaeturers, for instance, the bottle wash-
ers receive 16s. 8d. per day. The loeal bread
carters receive 15s. 8d. per day and the lorry
drivers 153. 6d. How can we expeet indus-
trial peace when men, who have to work un-
derground and who are the mainstay of the
industry, are asked to accept 13s, 64. per day,
whilst others engaged in subeidiary occupa-
tiong in the same locality are being paid from
2s. to 2s. Gd. per day more? This cannot go
on. Tn the report upon the minutes it is
stated that the Chamber of Mines were re-
sponsible for asking for a variation of the
award, and that the respondents were the
goldfields branch of the miners’ seetion of
the A W.T. and the Boulder branmeh of the
Federated Miners’ Union. There s nothing
of a politieal nature between these two unions.
Their joint action was purely of an indus-
trial nature. Mr, George McKennay repre-
sented the mining branch of the AW.U., and
Mr, J. Cornell represented the Boulder branch
of the Federated Minera’ Tnion. These two
gentlemen are directly -oppnsed in politics,
One aspeet has been tovched apon, that people
who are opposing the award could well have
left alone, T refer to the attacks that have
been made upon the personnel of the Arbi-
tration Court,

Mr. Lambert: They got off very lightly.

Mr. MULLANY: It has been public pro-
perty in this Siate for some time that most
of the industrial vnions were opposed to the
appointment of Mr. Justice Draper to the
position of president. In the ‘‘Weatralian
Worker’’ a few weeks ago these headlines
were printed, ‘A Drive against Draper,’’
‘““Draper must go.”’ I believe there have
been deputations from the executive of the
labour organisations to protest to the Premier
that Mr. Justice Draper is entirely unsatis-
factory to the trade unionists of this State,
and that they desire his removal from the
benech of the Arbitration Court. I have heard
it said here repeatedly during the last two
years that Mr. Justice Draper’s appointment
as President of the Arbitration Court was an
ontrage, a purely political appointment.

Mr. Hughes: You knew that yourself,
didn't you?
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Mr. MULLANY: T should like to discuss
this matter in my own way. Let me point
out that Mr. Justice Northmore was ap-
pointed to the Supreme Counrt bench by a
Labour Government.

Mr. Lambert: They had no alternative.

Mr. Hughes: They had some very erratic
members then.

Mr. MULLAXY: The men at Kalgoorlie
passed this resolution among athers—

That this meeting of members of the
A.W.UU. Mining Branch view with detesta-
tion and disgust the action of the Arbitra-
tion Court in tedueing the wapes of mine
employees by 1s. Gd. per day, thereby ignor-
ing all precedents by which allowances were
made for risk in, and the conditions of, the
mining indestry—

T quite agree with the resolution up to that
point, but it goes on to say—

and in our opinion the following incidents,

precedent and subsequent to the hearing of

recent claims in connection with the mining
award savour so strongly of political cor-
ruption and intriguing interference with

the functions of the court that we as a

union demand from the Government a full

explanation of the reasons for Mr. Justice

Draper’s removal from the Arbitration

Court bench, and further express curselves

as having lost all faith in the allegedly

free and untrammelled nature of the judi-

ciary as it applies to the Arbitration Court

and its functions. '
Yet T have heard in this Chamber to-night
exactly the same sentiments expressed by
members, who say they want from the Gov-
ernment'a full explanation of the causes of
Mr. Justice Draper’s removal from the posi-
tion of President of the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Hughes: That is net right.

Mr. MULLANY: I am reading, the reso-
lution as it was carried in Kalgoorlie yester-

day.

ifr. Hughes: That is merely a Press re-
port.

Mr. MULLANY: 1 do not linow that my
friends oppogite have ever had reagon to
doubt my word in such a matter, and I do
not think they would doubt it.

Mr. Hughes: The hon, member can flatter
himself on that score if he likes

M¥. Corboy: You have read the resolun-
tion correctly, but yon are putting a wrong
cronstruction on it.

Mr. MULLANY: Members opposite are
asking the Government to state the reasons
for the removal of Mr. Justice Draper from
the Arbitration Conrt,

Mr. Corboy: But, all the same, we are not
inferring that Draper was satisfactory.

Mr. MULLANY: 1 never said he was., T
am leading up to that point. If a reason
is being sought why Mr. Justice Draper
might not desire to remain ou the Arbitra- -
tion Court bench, the very action of thesge
people wiil supply it. Cun a man he ex-
pected to be comfortable as President of
the Arbitration Court, and to take an inter-
est in the work of that eourt, while he is
being constantly vilified by men whe, at
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least while be holds the position, shounld
give bim eredit for being fair in kia deci-
sions.

Mr. Teesdale:

My, MULLANY: I have frequently said
in this House that I entirely disagres w_ith
the present coustitution of the Arbitration
Court. T believe we could do very much
better, My idea is that the President of
the Arbitration Court should not necessarily
be a Supreme Court judge. Men with
business and industrial training would by
their very environment be infinitely better
qualified to preside over the Arbitration
Court than any judge of the Supreme Court
could reasonably be expected to be. Fur-
ther, I would favour having simply a presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, not with two
assessors as at present. The assessors—and
I care not whether they be representatives
of the employers or of the employees—must
by the very nature of their appointment go
to the court as advocates. If they were
not advocates, they would fail to retain
their positions when their term expired and
they had to go up for re-election. I consider
it almost farcical to call those men judges.
I am not disparaging the ability of any of
these assessors. There are men on the
bench of the Arbitration Court to-day who
would suit me for the position of president
of the Arbitration Court. But while they
are there as assessors we have this position.
As president of the Arbitration Court there
is a man who, by reason of his having
attained the high and honourable post of
judge of the Supreme Court, must have de-
voted the greater part of his life to the law.
Ever since leaving school hia one object hus
been to interpret the law.

Mr. Lambert: No fear!

Mr, MULLANY: That man is then called
upon to adjudicate with respect to the
intricacies of all sorts of industries in which
he has had no training, and he has on either
side of him men who are supposeda to be his
eolleagues inasmuch as they are members of
the court. I ask this House and the pecple,
can a Supreme Court judge, acting as presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, and knowing
the terms of the appointment of his so-
called colleagues, apply to them for informa-
tion which would lead him to come to =&
decigion without feeling all the time in his
heart, ‘“*These men are not here to act as
colleagues of mrine, but are here to act as
advocates for either the employers or the
employees.’’ Such a system is wrong.
would like to see it amended so that indus-
trial arbitration may be continued with one
man chosen as president of the court and
enjoying the confidence of the people.
Whilst I support the principle of industrial
arbitration, I regret very much that this
unfortunate award has been given, and I
trust that some way will be found out of
it. As a goldfields representative, [ regard
the award as unfair and unjust. It is im-

Hear, hear!

Getting costs.
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possible to ask men to work under the con-
ditions which the award seeks to impose.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.25]: The Premier in his speech
nsed words to the effect that the judges
wanted to be relieved of the work of the
Arbitration Court, and the thought struck
me whether there is not a possibility that
sometimes men who want to be relieved of
that work may give such awards as will
tend to rouse an agitation towarde relieving
them of Arbitration Court duty.

Mr. Lambert: This one ¢ould not have
been more effective in that respect.

Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: Several members
have said they do not desire to see men go
on atrike. I do not believe there s one
member of this House desires that. But I
have known judges to go on strike as re-
gards Arbitration Court work, and I have
known them to refuse absolutely to do it.
The faet shows clearly that the judges
do not regard this work as part of
their duty. In my opinion, a judge is no
more infallible than any other man. I hold
that judges are liable to make mistakes.

Mr. Money: But less liable than most
men.

Opposition Members: Oh!

Mr. Heron: You do not always argue that
way in eourt.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not discussing
their infallibility, I do not think they are
infallible,

Mr. Money: Of
infallible,

Hoo. W. C. ANGWIN: Then judges, too,
are liable to make mistakes.

Mr. Teesdale: As long as you believe they
are honest, that is something.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think they try
to be honest.

Mr. Money: You do not think they are
honest; you know they are.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I think they try
to be bonest in administering the law, As
the last speuker said, the one object of their
lives is to administer the law. Thus they
have had no experience of such work as that
of the Arbitration Court. The Arbitration
Act leaves law out of the question alto-
gether. The Arbitration Court is directed
to deal with every case in accordance with
equity and good consecience.

Mr. Money: Do you think that is the
reason why arbitration has failed?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When reading in
the ‘*West Australian’’ recently the minutes
of this award, I asked myself whether equity
had been taken into consideration. I do mnot
think any member of this House can think
otherwise than that the conditions under
which our men work in the mines should
receive a great deal of consideration from the
standpoint of equity. Under this award that
consideration bas not been given. To-day it
has been stated that such is the case, because
men have been awarded additional wages cor-
responding with the positions which they

course no man is
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hold. But that applies in every industry. A
carpenter’s labourer does not receive the same
wages a8 a carpenter; an engineer’s lahourer
does not get the same wage as an engineer.
A man in charge of a rock-boring machine
must have special ability and knowledge, in
order to use the machine to the greatest ad-
vantage and economy; otherwise he wounld
put the mining company to unnecessarily high
expense for explosives. According to the
minutes published in the Kalgoorlie *‘ Miner,’
consideration has been given to the special
ability required in various grades of work,
but no account has been taken of the un-
healthiness of the work, or its danger. In
that respect equity was not taken into con-
sidcration at all. In the railway system a
shuater is paid more than a guard, and a
guard more than a porter, and so right
through. Various grades are classified, and
secording to the nature of the work higher
wageg are granted. The member for Menzies
{Mr, Muollany) conciuded by remarking that
an attack has been made on the personnel
of the court. Now, we eonstantly hear com-
ments made on judgmenfs. There are always
dissatisfied litigants. I do not suppase there
has been a judgment of the Supreme Court
concerning which one side or the other has
not declared that it is wrong. Indeed, even
the legal gentleman who loses a case is apt
to say that the judge was wrong and to try
to make his client helieve it and appeal.
There always is dissension in regard to such
matters. The general public have to be
guided by their legal advisers regarding any
decision of the Supreme Court, but the publie
can be guided by the position as placed before
them izt connection with employment. There
is scarcely a man or woman in Western Awus-
tralia who would not admit that a man work-
ing in a mine should have a higher wage than,
say, a porter employed at a railway station. 1
am not suggesting that a porter ‘is paid
too much. Everyone, however, will agree
that a man engaged in a dangerous
indostry such as mining, is entitled to more
pay than one who is employed on the sur-
face and in the open air, day after day. The
latter has not the samc tendency to be strie-
ken down by tuberculosis or other ailments
such as may be contracted by the miner. Even
those engaged on the surface workings of a
mine have the dust to coutend with and we
know how injurions that is to health. T was
brought up in a mining community and 1
know the econditions prevailing there. A
man 40 years of age was considered done for,
and very few were able to follow any form
of employment after they reached that age.
I could see them walking along the roads
without a bit of eolour in their faces, or any
suggestion of blood in their bodies; they knew
their end was near at hand. The town in
which I was horn was surrounded by 20 mines
in those days, It was a mining community,
purely and simply, and from my boyhood’s
experiences, therefore, I know the conditions
in which miners have to work. The men
who should receive the greatest comsideration
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and the highest wages, are those engaged in
the mining industry. I was referring to an
iuterjection by the member for Menzies
(Mr. Mullapy) that an attack had been made
upon the Arbitration Court, For the life of
me I cannot see why we shouid not some-
times attack persons whom we believe have
acted wrongly. Why should we not do so? If
we believe that an aetion has been taken, or
a decision given, that is wrong, why should we
not say so¥

Mr. Teesdale: You can criticise the de-
cision but you should not attack the persomal
character of the judge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
do s0.

Mr. Lambert: Wrong decisions are given
in the Supreme Court.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: There is a man
in the Fremantle Gaol to-day who is under-
going a sentence of three years’ imprison-
ment. I believe the man is innocent of the
erime for which he was eonvicted. He came
from South Australia to meet the charge.
Would a guilly man ecome here from South
Australia to do that? I am endeavouring to
secure his release, and I hope to sncceed. That
man appealed and the judge who convieted
him sat on the appeal court. We must criti-
cise these things when we see them ‘going on.
We are nobt indulging in personalities at all
The member for Menzies spoke about Mr.
Justice Draper being attacked. I have never
attacked him. I have always been on friendly
terms with Mr. Justice Draper. The hon.
member also said that he wanted the miners
in the goldfields districts to remember that,
becavse of the complaints made against Mr.
Justice Draper, those who lodged the com-
plaints were responsible for hiz Bonour not
hearing the miners' case. That, he said, was
where the responsibility rested. On the other
hand, let us take the Premier’s statement.
He told hon, members that Mr. Justice
Draper wanted a change, and, in consequence,
he went to the North-West to try a case be-
fore the eourt there. That is entirely dif-
ferent from what the member for Menzies
stated, and showed that Mr. Justice Draper
did not go to the North-West because of com-
plaints made by the industrial organisations
regarding his aections in the Arbitration
Court. Whose statement will hon. members
believe? The member for Menzies said he
also wanted the workers to remember that
Mr., Justice Northmore, who heard this ease,
had been appointed by the Labour Govern-
ment. That is quite true. Fe was ap-
nointed because the Labour Government
thought that at the time he was the best man
for the position.

Mr. Pickering: Quite right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Here is the diffi-
culty, however; once a person is appointed
a judge of the Supreme Court, he is there
for tife,

Mr. Pickering: But you were quite right
in appointing Mr. Justice Northmore.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not say
whether we were right or wrong. No matter

I do not wish to
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what Government may appoint a judge, if it
is thought subsequently that he does not fill
the position in the munper expected of him,
he cannot be removed except by a vote of
both Houges of Parliament. Do hon. members
believe in this sort of thing—

Ag to the climate of Kalgoorlie, for a
considerable portion of the year it is excel.
Jent and superior to that of Perth. In the
summer it is, no doubt, hot and dusty, but
whilst in that respeet it is probably little
worse than some other towns nearer the
coast, it has many conveniences that some
towns lack. In this comnnection it sbould be
borne in mind that the award provides for
a fortnight’s holiday to all workers in the
industry, a provision that imposes a sub-
stantial burden on the industry, and which
was deseribed by more than one witness as
a great bcon to the workers,

That is what Mr, Justiee Northmore said.
It has been laid down for some years past
that employees should receive annual holi-
days. There are many industries throughout
the State in which employees receive a fort-
night’s holiday each year. That has been
the rule in the reilway service for years past.
Similar holidays have been granted volun-
tarily by some private employers, and others
have been abliged to grant them in accordance
with Arbitration Court awards. Thus it ap-
plies to other industries 3s well as to mining,
Holidays are no more heneficial, if as bene-
ficial, to 8 man employed on a mine at Kal-
goorlie than to a man employed in Perth, be-
cause before the miner can get a change from
the dusty conditions under which he bas lab-
oured for 12 months, it costs him pounds to
reach the seaside. With the new rates, it
will be impossible for the miner to come to
the coast with his wife and family, He will
thus be forced to loaf around Kalgoorlie. Im
offcct the Arbitration Court, by its award,
has said, *‘ You can sit on the dump during
the fortnight’s holidays the Court will give
you, and you can get the dust into your
lunga.’’ The member for Menzies also said
that Mr. .Justice Northmora had stated that
the mining industry could not afford to pay
higher wayes.

My, Lambert: That is the point.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It has nothing to
do with it.

Mr. Piekering: If that is the position, the
industry must go.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: If the mining in-
dustry eannot afford a wage sufficient to
maintain a miner, his wife and family, then
the sooner it is closed down the hetter. Tt
has nothing to do with the judge or the court;
the Act does not make any such provision.
The court iz authorised to say what, in equity
and good ennscience, it regards as sufficient
to maintain decently a worker, hiz wife and
family up to a given number of children.
There is no reference to what the industry can
afford to pay. It does mot take into com-
sideration the faet that big dividends have
heen paid. The mining industry has paid in-
vestors handsomely. Last year, despite ad-
verse considerations, and all the complaints
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we lheard regarding the position of the in-
dustry, it paid nearly £200,000 in dividends,
and since the mining industry started bere,
nearly 28 millions have been paid away in
dividends. Surely, in the face of this, the
industry can afford to lose a little, so as to
see that those who have assisted the mining
tompanies to pay such dividends, have a
chapece to live decently, I have had an oppor-
tunity of speaking to many gentlemen regard-
ing this case. Many of them are engaged in
business and 1 can assure the House I have
not come across one individual who looked
on this award as fair or just. As o matter
of fact, it represents one of the worst de-
cisions ever given hy the Btate Arbitration
Court. It has done meore to give a setback
to those who have been advoecating the set-
tlement of disputes by arbitration than any-
thing else since the Arbitration Act was
placed on the statute-book. There are many
people in Western Australia—I think they
are wrong in their views—who have been con-
tinucusly advocating the wiping out of the
Arbitration Court. They are what we term
‘‘direct actionists.”’ Others are battling
against them, who believe in keeping the
wheels of industry turning and who argue
that the Arbitration Court affords the best
means of settling disputes, How can they
continue to do so in the face of thia deci-
gion? Tt even means that those who work
on the surface ecan secure 2s, more than the
men working below ground. If that does not
show incompetence on the part of the person
responsible for sech a decision, T do not know
what will.  Just fancy one manm, who has
not bad the experience of Mr. Justice Burn-
side in Arbitration Court work, declaring that
that judge was wrong. Mr. Justice Burn-
side sat longer on the Arbitration Court
bench than any other judge. He made a
greater study of Arbitration Court work than
anyone else who has filled that poaition. Then
Mr. Justice Draper came along, and now Mr.
Justice Northmore. Fach judge on being
appeinted understood he had to aet as
President of the Arbitration Court if
required, as well as take his seat on
the Supreme Court bench. The Arbitra-
tion Court duties were not foisted upon
either after he had received his appointment.
Both knew the conditions when they accepted

their appointments. If they do not
like the pesition, let them resign and
get out so that someone else may

be appointed in their places. We should
not allow the workers to be punished be-
cause¢ these judges do not like the work.
Theirs is a wrong attitude to take. There is
only one thing to do: if they do not like the
work, let them get out and let somebody else
get in. Any honourable man would adopt
that attitude. What would Judge Northmore
say if, in accordance with his own decision,
we should pass a Bill reducing his salary by
£200 per annum?

Mr. Lambert: And making him work full
time. It would go him good.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He would say there
was no need for it. But his own deeision in
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reducing the men by 10 per cent. says that
ha himgelf ean live on 10 per eent. Jess than
he had a few years ago. What is good for
the goose is good for the gander. I inter-
Jjeeted just mow that the inspections the Arli-
tration Court used {0 make are not now made.
I understand that Mr. Justice Burnside, be-
fore giving his award, went down into the
mines to see for himself the conditions under
which the men worked. Mr. Justice Draper
did the same, so that he could arrive at a
decigion good in equity. But I have heard
that Mr. .Justice Northmore did not do that.

Mr. Money: He was oun the goldfields for
seme years.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He was not there
ag a judge. As the president of the Arbitra-
tion Court it was his duty to have gone down
the mines and had the conditions pointed out
to him, It is 15 years since he was on the
goldfields. The men are now working much
deeper than they were in those days, and the
conditions generally are harder,

The Minister for Mines: No, they have
improved sinee then.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some of them may
have improved.

The Minister for Mines: Anyhow, how
mueh do you think he would have iearnt about
it if he hed gone down?

Mr. Heron: We know that he would not
work there anyhow, :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Menzies (Mr. Mullany) said he thought it
would be better if the Arbitration Court eon-
gisted of a judge alone, instead of his having
with him representatives of the employers and
the emplovees respectively. How many courts
do we have with assessors? Under the Public
Warks Act there sre assessors to assist the
judge, and 80 he has with him men who know
thoronghly the conditions of employment,
men representing both sides.

The Minister for Mines: That was not so
in this case. Neither of the advocates knows
anything about mining.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Any working man
upderstands working conditions better than
does a man who has never dome any hard
manual work in hig life. The members of the
vourt shou!d have with them those representing
the industry, the mine manager and the work-
ing miner. Then the conditions of the industry
could be better explained to the judge. Fre-
quently in the Supreme Court the judge says,
““We shall go and see for ourselves the con-
ditions.’’ Why does he do that? To enable
him to arrive at a correct decision.

The Minister for Mines: Do you know that
it was suggested in this case that the judge
should go, and that he refused?

Mr. Willeoek: Yes, it was so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I do not know any-
thing about that. However, it is clear that
the inspection was not mede. Mr. Justiee
Northmore said, **You are only twopence a
day worse off in Kalgoorlie than in Perth,
and 80 I will meke the wages 13s, 6d. per
day.’’ What a pity we eonld net put him
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down 3 mine to work for a few months, and
8v let him gee what it is like.

The Minister for Mines: He would then
ke workmore if not Northmore,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I am very much
afraid that the decision given will raise a lot
of trouble, not only for the Government, but
algo throughout the great industrial seection
of the community,

The Minister for Mines: You have not
made any suggestions as to a way out.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Because t¢ a cer-
tain extent we are tied op. However, [ sug-
gest that to-morrow the Premier introdmce a
Bill providing for the sending of this ease
back for review.

The Minister for Mines:
do that now.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No, it is not so.
T thought there was a provision for that, but
on searching the Aet I find it is not there.
A former Attorney General said it was pos-
sible, but he was referring to cases not actu-
alty brought before the court. If the Premier
will introduce such a Bill to-morrow, we on
this side will assiat him to snapend the Stand-
ing Orders and put it through.

The Premier: I am afraid we shall be
here till te-morrow.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Wa will put the

Either side can

" Bill through and give the Premier a chance

to send the case back for review. I hope
some remedial steps will be taken, because T
am afraid of something that might happen,
representing a backward step. I do not waat
that.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If nothing be done
to interfere with the conditions prevailing in
Ealgoorlie and on the eastern goldfields gen-
erally, in all probability mining will make
great advance within the next few years,

The Minister for Mines: The prospects
never looked brighter. '

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But this is a step
backward, and we all know that it s impos-
sible, whether on the goldfields or in Perth,
for any man to rear a family on 13s. 6d. per
day. .

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.55]: The posi-
tion on the goldfields to-night s such that the
Assembly should give its gravest considera-
tion to the finding of a way out. It is obvious
that the court's award will meet with a hos-
tile reception from every section of the gold-
fields community, T was going to say of the
State; for just as the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin} has dis-
eussed it with & number of his friends, so
have T discussed it with a number of mine,
and business people agree that it is impossible
to get industrial peace so long as the Arbitra-
tion Court i9 going to do the aort of thing it
proposes te do in this case. The workers of
Kalgoorlie are looking to us to find a way
out of the diffienlty they are in to-night.

Mr. Willcock: They are all looking.

Mr, CORBOY: Yes, the whole of the gold-
fields population. Those men resent bitterly
the award the court proposes lo give. ¥et
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they have adopted a most reasonable attitude.
They had to call a stop-work meeting in order
?o get a meeting at all. They had the meet-
ing, discussed the position, and immediately
afterwards returned to work.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hearl

Mr. CORBOY: The men are nct holding
up the industry; but the fact that they are
working is not to be taken as an indieation
that they are not prepared to fight.

Mr. Teesdale: We will not talk about
fighting.
Mr. CORBOY: I hope it will not be neces-

sary to fight. I know what those people went
through when they put up a fight onee be-
fore; I de not want to see them having to
face the same position again. But if nothing
can be done to relieve the present position, it
will take more than the power of members of
the Opposition to hold these men in check.

Mr, Heron: We ghould not be justified in
attempting to do it.

Mr. CORBOY: No, we shovld not. The
thing is 50 iniqitous that if we will not help
them they are entitlad to help themselves. The
various appointments to the presidency of the
Arbitration Coart during the past two or
three years have given rise to the gravest
possible suspigion in the minds of the work-
ers. The result of those appeintments justi-
fies the suspicion the workers ¢ntertain in re-
gard to them,

The Minister for Mines: That is not
peculiar to Western Ausfralia; it applies
everywhere,

Mr, CORBOY: I agree to this extent at
any rate: an aetion just as impossible to de-
fend as the frequent changes in the presi-
dency of our court, was adopted by the Com-
monwealth Government in respect of the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court.

The Premier: And it seems your party is
signing a petition to-day.

Mr, CORBOY: And that petition for the
removal of Mr. Justice Draper from the pre-
sidency of the Arbitration Court is fully jus-
tified. In no way do I wish to refleet upon
Mr. Justice Draper himself, His training as
a lawyer renders him as good a judge as we
could have for the Supreme Court; but his
training and abilities do not fit him to sit as
a judge on industrial matters; his legal
soundness does not qualify him for the exer-
cise of arbitrary power in deciding the work-
ing and living conditions of the men in an
industry. I sincerely agree with the petition
for Mr. Justice Draper’s removal from the
presidency of the Arbitration Court. I woula
not like to see him contimue in that position.

The Minister for Mines: To whom are you
going to present the petition?

Mr. Hughes: To you, if we counld get him
removed in time,
Mr. CORBOY: If we wait another two

or three months, the exeeutive of the Labour
movement may have the pleasure of present-
jng it to my leader instead of the Minister’s.

Mr. Teesdale: You will lose the thread if
you do not go on.

Mr. CORBOY: Not even the hon. member
with his well known bark could put me off
the thread of my argument.
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Mr. Teesdale: 1t js all right so long as
you do not talk fight,

Mr. CORBOY: The appointment of Mr. -
Justice Draper to the presidency of the Ar-
bitration Court has previously been criticised
in this Chamber. I do not wish to reiterate
the arguments them advanced, but in our
minds the decisions he has since given justify
us in elaiming that his origisal appointment
to the court was wrong. His decisions have
sinee shown him to be a gentle:nan whose mind
does not permit of his giving the unbiassed
judgments that we have a right to expect.
Mr. Justice Draper went North on court busi-
ness. I do not say he was sent away delibar-
ately. I acvept the Premier’s word, The
Premier gave me a similar reply when some
weeks ago I asked the reasons for Mr. Justice
Draper’s going away. I believe he went
away in the ordinary course of business to
preside at o murder case in the North.

Mr. Willcock: It fitted in very nicely.

Mr. CORBOY: At the time I do not think
there -wag any thought of it fitting in, but
immediately he was out of the road, and Mr.
Justice Northmore took the presidency of the
court, it was found convenient for someone to
put the ligted cases out of their normal order
80 that the mining case might be dealt with
during Mr. Justice Draper's absence.

The Premier: You are inconsistent; now
you wani Draper.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not; 1 have said I
agree with the petition for his removal. The
Premier has been enjoying one of his little
uaps.

The Premier: I shall have another if you
are not careful.

Mr. CORBOY: We have pmo objeetion to
Mr. Justice Draper as a judge of the Su-
preme Court, but we do not want him in the
Arbitration Court, nor do we want, as presi-
dent of the court, any other gentleman that
has just been fired out of pelitics and belongs
to one particular side. If a Labour Govern-
ment came into power to-morrow and the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCal-
lum) had been defeated at the election, I for
one would not tolerate his appointment as
president of the Arbitration Court.

Mr, McCallum: Then I shall not speak to
you again.

Mr. CORBOY: Any man who has just laft
the hurly-burly of polities, with its repre-
sentation of class interests, should not be put
in the position that Mr. Justice Draper was.

The Minister for Mires: Would you take
me on?

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister has belonged
to all parties, and might therefore be able to
represent the lot.

Mr. Teesdale: He would be quite accus-
tomed to abuse, anyhow.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, and it would fall off
him with a good deal less hurt than off some
people. The award creates a unique position.
In almost every other indusiry, even to the
civil service, State and Federal, there is a
clearly recognised principle of a district al-
lowance on account of the peculiar conditions
applying on the poldfields. As recently as
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September last the State Arbitration Court
gave the railwaymen on the goldfields a dis-
triet allowance of 1s. 6d. per day. Mr. Jus-
tice Northmore’s award takes the distriet al-
Jowance trom the miners. The minirg indus-
try, in which there is greater danger, in which
i.:here are more hardships, in which the work-
ing eonditions are worse despite all our pallia-
tive legislation, in which so little is done to
relieve the employees and the result of work-
ing for any number of years in these death
traps is inevitable, is singled out for the
abolition of the distriet allowance. There is
also the proposal to deprive the miners of
the special consideration granted in view of
the dangers attendant on this indvstry. Every
special privilege these men have obtained be-
cause of ,the danger of the calling and the
bad conditions under which they are com-
pelled te earn a livelihood iz to be taken
gway under this award. In 1920 Mr. Justice
Burnside gave what I believe was the first
decision given by the State Arbitration in
the mining industry. He took full evidence.
Scientific and medical testimony was pro-
duced relating to the health of the workers.
He made the fullest possible inguiry in all
directions, and inspected the mines for him-
self. The Minister asked how much he would
learn from his inspection. Perhaps not much,
but I learnt sufficient from my inspection to
vesolve mnol to stay there.

Mr. Teesdale: If yon had only stayed there!

Mr. CORBOY: I daresay the hon. member
will precede me below, The court fully in-
vestigated the whole of the conditions of thd
industry. In 1922 Mr. Justice Draper did
likewise and confirmed the decision of Mr.
Justice Burnside. Those two presidents wern
in agreement that the men were entitled to
the district allowance and to a speeial con-
gideration on account of the dangers lurking
cven in the atmosphere underground. Those
two gentlemen decided that certzin conditions
should operafe, but Mr. Justiee Northmore,
without bearing such evidence or without ob-
taining the same grip of the subject, decided
that both were wrong in the basis they
adopted. Can we wonder at the men kicking
against such 2 decision? Can we wonder at
it after two judges have fully investigated
the conditions and decided that eertain things
should operate, and another judge, without
nmaking full inquiries, curtails the privileges
previously granted? The only wonder is that
the men are prepared to continue working
and to leave it to us to endeavour to rectify
the trouble. It shows how extremely tolerant
they are.

The Minister for Mines: It is not operat-
ing yet.

Mr. CORBOY: I am aware of that, but
if they let it go, as some people in the politi-
cal arena may let go their chances of taking
on a fight, they may miss their opportunity.

The Minister for Mines: Your reference is
not quite clear.

Mr. CORBOY: I am prepared to explain

it to the Minister in private, Why were the
mining cases taken out of their turnt Why
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was it found convenient to push these cases
to the top of the list so that Mr. Justice
Northmore could hear them in Mr. Justice
Draper’s absence? Was it beeause influence
was brought to bear? Waa it because the
Chamber of Mines was certain Mr. Justice
Draper would have no alternative to affirming
his previous decision and that of Mr. Justice
Buyrnside? Was it because there was no
course open to Mr. Justice Burnside and Mr,
Justice Draper other than to say their de-
cisions regarding the district and danger al-
lowances were correct? Are the court and
the Government available to the Chamber of
Mines to such an extent that they can get

. eases taken out of their proper order to secure

the decision they want?

The Minister for Mines: You were quite
right until you connected the Government.
They have nothing whatever to do with it.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister will tell me
the Government had nothing to do with the
appointment of Mr, Justice Draper,

The Minister for Mines: I am referring to
the arrangement of the cases,

Mr. Hughes: The member for West Perth
{Mrs. Cowan) was responegible for Mr. Jus-
tice Draper’s appointment,

The DEPUTY SPEAEER: 1 have per-
mitted members to discuss the judges long
enpugh. I have allowed certain latitude be-
canse the court is composed of members
apart from the judge, but the practice in all
FParliaments is that the conduct of a judge
may not be diseussed except om a substantive
motion. There is no substantive motion be-
fore the House and I ask members to refrain
from criticising the judges.

Mr. CORBOY : I have endeavoured to
avoid coming into conflict with our Stand-
ing Orders, but it is extremely difficult. I
always try to observe the rules of the House,
beeause otherwise it wounld be impossible to
earry on the business. Let me put it this
way: During the last two or three years we
have had deeisions that bhave been not
merely drastic, but oppressive to the work-
ers. Recently we had the disastrous experi-
enee of the water supply men striking as a
result of a decision that deprived them
of certain working conditions representing
the only real benefits they had gained in 20
years. Now we find this mining case taken
out of its proper order during the absenece
of the president, who had awarded certain
conditions, and when the case is heard,
another judge deprives the men of the con-
ditions previously awarded. The court to-
day seems fo be conduncted in such a way
that the right judge is available at the
moment to give the decision wanted by the
Chamber of Mines, or whoever it may be.
T realise this is a very serious thing to sav.
The workers have been justifiably suspicious
of the whole of the arrangements of the
Arbitration Court during the last two or
three years, and have every reason to say
to bs, ““What ig the use of going there?”’
Almost every day we, as representatives of



1480

the organised working clasa movement, are
asked to assist im preserving industrial
peace, and to do our utmost to see that casea
are taken for settlement to the Arbitration
Conrt, We are ashed on every conceivable
occasion to secure the amieable settiement
of grievances and troubles. BEvery time
during the last two or three years, since this
Government have been in office and have
been arranging the Arbitration Court bench,
cage after case has been listed and decisions
given that are driving the workers out of
the court. My adviee to them 1s to keep
out until they get a better deal there, If
the decisions of the court are to stand, the
workers will be mad to take their ecases
there, and spend hundreds of pounds in get-
ting them put through. Arbitration is one of
the most costly undertakings the workers
have to face. It is not as costly as striking,
but it runs it very c¢lose. The workers of
Australia spend tbousands of pounds annu-
ally in bringing their cases before the court.
If they are going to bave their hours in-
creased and their wagea reduced, and are to
he deprived of their hard-won privileges,
how can we ask them to continue to go be-
fore the eourt and speund their money? As
a representative of the Lahour movement
I consider I should be disloyal to the
workers if T asked them to go to the Court
while decigions of this sort are given. 1
do not know whether the Government will
aceept the suggestion of the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. . Ang-
win). That remains to be seen. If this
practice of arranging the Arbitrarien Court
bench, and giving decisions that in a whole-
sale manner deprive the workers of conces-
sieng that they have won, is to continuve for
a month or two longer there will arise the
greatest industrial chaos. e are gineere in
our desire to avoid that if possible. We
know what suffering industrial turmeil
creates for the men, their wives, and their
children. There are members on both sides
of the House who have been through that
mill, The women and children pay the
penalty, not only during the strike, but
usually for many months afterwards, in an
endeavour to win back the lost ground.
The workers of this country are hecoming so
disaffected by the decisions of the Arbitra-
tion Court that wery shortly il will be im-
possible to induce them to go to the court,
and we shall be brought face to Face with
an industrial crisis of inconceivable magni-
tnde. If Parliament is to be represcntative
of the people it must do itr ntmost to find
some solution of the difficnlty now facing
us, Whoever is respomsible for tinkering
with the beneh, and turning it into a field
for exploitation by certain vested interests,
should knock that sort of thing on the
head, and allow the workers to get a fair
deal.

The Premier: You have no right to say
that.

Mr. CORBOY: I mean every word of it.

(&fr. Angelo took the Chair.]

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) {9.20): I
support the motion, but I regret the necessity
for it. The decision of the court has come
as a bomb-shell to almost all members. The
q|uest1qn of the personrel of the Arbitration
Court is beside the point. That its decision
was unfair all sections of the community will
agree. I will read a resolution that was car-
ried at a public meeting in Kalgoorlie, pre-
sided over by the mayor, an employer of
labm.:r-, and who, as a metallergist, knows the
conditions obtaining in the industry. He tele-
graphed to the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Cunaningham} as follows:—

Miners’ arbitration casc. The following
resplution was carried unanimously at a
public meeting convened by the mayor of
Kalgoorlie: That this meeting of citizens
convened by the mayor of Kalgoorlie epters
a most emphatic protest against the in-
iquitous decision of the Arbitration Court
in reducing the miners’ wages 1a. 6d. a day
aganinst strong, convineing, and everwhelm-
ing evidence produced for the continuance
of existing wages and conditions; that this
meeting of eitizens of Kalgoorlie views with
appreheusion and disapproval the recent
award of the Arbitration Court in reducing
niiners’ wages, and requests the member for
the district (Mr, Cunningham) to move the
adjournment of Parliament for the purpose
of demanding that a copy of the minutes
and the evidence be laid on the Table of the
House, as in the opinion of this meeting
the award is an unwarranted attack upon
the workers’ standard of living and working
conditions.

A gimilar resolution has been telegraphed by
the mayor of Boulder. I do not wish to re-
Hect upon the impartiality of the judge, or his
fitness for the position of president. The pre-
sent constitution of the court, however, has
been proved to be altogether umaatisfactory,
and it will be necessary for Parliament to
accept the responsibility of devising other
meansg of settling industrial differences. On
previous oecasions the Premier has not been
unmindful of the standard of living required
by the workers on the goldfields, I ask him
to make an endeavour te put forward a suit-
able formula for the successful adjustment of
this likely trouble. Quite recently the Gow-
ernment announced their willingness to make
a8 substantial reduction in the charges for
water consumed by the mines, on the plea,
whieh to some extent is justified, that mining
had reached such a peint where all expense
possible should be saved to permit of a greater
amount of ore being profitably treated. The
Premijer and the Minister for Mines consid-
ered the matter and discovered a formula for
removing to some extent the burden that had
previously been imposed upon the industry.
Perhaps they can find a formula for the suc-
cegsful adjustment of this trouble. I believe
most of the mine managers of the Golden
Mile do not faveur a reduction in wages.
Some of them, I feel sure, are still prepared
to concede the right of the unfortunate
workers, who spend their lives in the deep
mines, to a reasonable standard of living. The
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present proposal almost borders upon & star-
vation wage. I am puzzled to know how the
men can live and bring up their families
under present conditions. We are face to
face with trouble. There is no need to make
any threats of strikes. The award of the
court will probably operate next week.
Whether the judge was unconsciously biassed,
or whether he was led away by wrong pre-
mises, or whether the evidence was such that
it gave him a wrong impression of the stand-
ard of living, it is too late for us to inquire;
but it is not too late to urge upon the Pre-
mier the responsible position in which he finds
himself. I do not know that the Premier has
ever refused to use his good offices in the
proper adjustment of any indwstrial trouble,
or that he hag not to some extent sympathised
with the workers on the goldfields. He has
been very reasonable. As a result of his
recent visit to the poldfields, he must have a
picture in his mind of the arduous mature of
the task of miners who are working during
the summer on the surface, and he must have
an even deeper impression of the hardships
faced by those who are working thousands of
feet below the surface. He must know the
great risks they have to run, and the trying
conditions urder which they have to toil. He
must realise that the wages given are not
commensurate with the work that has to be
done. Perhaps be may find it convenient to
go to Kalgoorlic, as he did once before on
the oceasion of industrial trouble there, when
a stoppage of work was threatened in the
mining industry. He could then discuss the
matter with the Chamber of Mines and find
out their view point. He could ascertain
whether it was feasible to revert to the wage
tbat would have obtained but for the aetion
of the court. Some time ago he promised to
assigt the mining industry by a rebate in
water charges. He could now suggest to the
Chamber of Mines that when he agreed to
make that reduction it was not im his mind
that the miners would be penalised to the
extent of a reduction of £60,000. I do not
think one manager on the Golden Mile ex-
peeted it. In the ease of the woodcutters, he
went to Kalgoorlie at the expiration of the
1919 award. He was very good and very fair,
Tie tried to find a formula for the adjustment
of the trouble, and acted throughout in
arp unselfish and disinterested manner,
Withont bringing forward any politi-
cal considerations, he was successful in
finding a way out of the difficulty.
T believe all political parties would feel par-
ticularly indebted to the Premier if at this
juncture he would recogmise the meeessity for
proceeding to Kalgoorlie to discuss on the
spot the trouble that is looming on the horizon
of our great mining industry. We do not
want a stoppage of that industry. We as
represeniatives of the workers know all that
a strike spells to the worker and the worker’s
home. We know that it means foodless wo-
men and children. No one iz more anxious
than the direet representatives of "the workers
in this House to avoid such trouble. Cannot
reason be brought to bear now, before either
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the minera strike or there is any show of ill-
feeling on the goldfields? Let the Premier
and the Minister for Mines openly arnd
frankly ask the mire owners whether it is not
possible to let the industry go on. But for
my part I would rather see the indusiry close
down than see the miners’ standard of living
reduced. I have some knowledge of miners
and their conditions of living, since my father
represented minmers ay a union secretary for
30 years. The Premier and the Minister for
Mines, who have only recently shown good
fecling towards the mine owners by increas-
ing, in their behalf, the financial obligations
of the State by £30,000 or £40,000 per annum,
could handle this difficulty with prospects of
suceess. I ask the Premier to become seized
of theimportance of the matter, To hesitate
for any length of time would possibly be
fatal. When indusirial trouble has been pre-
cipitated, it is too late to make up leeway.
Nothing but good can come of an intervention
by the Premier. With regard to the Arbitra-
tion Court, I have long felt that something
should be done to remedy the conditions ob-
taining throughout Australia to-day. It is
generally unfair, and in many cases all but
nnthinkable, to ask the workers to approach
the Arbitration Conrts as constituted to-day.
That is a regrettable thing to bave to say,
but it is true. Certainly the present Parlia-
ment will not have an opportunity of Qealing
with this all-important question, but it is to
be hoped that the next Parliament will con-
sider carefully all the ramificationa of indus.
trial arbitration. The subject is being given
2 great deal of consideration throughout Aus-
tralia. It is felt that the present duplication
of courts, vexatious delays, and unnecessary
expense in approaching the court are intcler-
able in any democratic eommunity. I appeal
to the Premier to proceed to Kalpoorlie.
Having to a large extent the confidence of all
sections of the community, he can at least go
there with the degire to adjust the trouble.
It would be quite competent for him to tell
the mine owners that the State has accepted
finaneial responsibility in relieving them of
certain burdens. I believe it is the desire of
Parliament to relieve them of further bur-
dens. But they must understand that this
can never be done at the expense of the stand-
ard of living which should ever be preserved
for the men who carry on so precarious an
industry. Even the adoption of the suggestion
of the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Aagwin) can, in my opinion, do
little before trouble iz preecipitated. That is
why I hope the Premier will, with the Min-
ister for Mines, use every endeavour to
preveut what would probably prove the most
disastrous indusirial vpheaval ever known
in Western Australia.

Hon. T. WALEKER (Kanowna) [9.38]:
The case has been so well presented and the
facts have been so clearly stated that I hesi-
tate to go over the ground again, But I do
recognise the importance of something being
done by the only power in the State that can
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act, and that is the Government. I am con-
convinced that to the Premier and to every
member of the Cabinet the award as expressed
in the minutes of the Arbitration Court ap-
pears objectionable and serious. I hate even
to suggest the possibilities that may arise out
of this most recent decision of the Arbitration
Court. It would appear to be the commence-
ment of cutting down wages in every indus-
try, for the inconsistemcy of wages upon the
goldfields with this award must make itself
felt, and may possibly result in a general
lowering. As has heen pointed out, only quite
recently a class of workers, submitted to no
especial dangers or difficulties, have been
awarded by the Arbitration Court 14s. 10d.
per day; and now the latest decision, as ap-
plied to the miners, reduces their wages to
13s. 6d.

Mr. Davies: Without any alteration in the
index figurea ag to cost of living.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so. The condi-
tions are precisely the same in that respect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No; the figurea have
gone up.

Hon. T. WALKER: If the Government
are content to pay 14s. 10d. a day to their
ordinary employees, there can be no ground
whatever for regarding 13s. 6d. as a just
wage for the miners, more particularly when
we remember what this State owes to its
miners. The mining industry has practically
bnilt up Western Australin, In saying
this T am not under-estimating our pas-

toral pursuits and our agricultural pur-
guits, I recognise them as most im-
portant. PBut there would bave been no

possibility of our great pastoral and
agrieultural developments had it not been
for the pre-exigtence of the mining industry.
It was mining that attracted to this State
the adventurcus, the hold, the strong, the
hardy, to build up in the wilderness great
towns, and to construct the railway which
has made possible the transcontinental
line. It was the mining industry that built
up our resources, paid our taxes, gave us
buoyaney, enterprise, hope, purpose, and
activity through the many years of the trying
infaney of Western Australia. And now it is
proposed to reduce that industry to the most
dejected of all pursuits, to bring it below
the standard of ordinary manual labour in
this State, ungkilled labour requiring no train-
ing, no special aptitudes. Such a proposal
amounts to casting a reflection upon the min-
ing industry, and to inflicting a vast injury
upon the health and life and spirit of our
miners, whom those able to judge have in the
past declared to be the most skilled, the most
np-to-date, and most reliable body of miners
in the whole world. Those are the men whom
it is proposed to redice to this dejeetion ana
humiliation. Through their reduction we shall
reduce every business, every enterprise, and
every source of employment throughout the
whele of the goldfields. This proposal must
mean the levelling to lower depths, and per-
haps even to absolute impoverishment, of every
resident upon the goldfields. If anything
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will kill this industry which has been so im-
portant to the whole of the State, and to
this very eity of Perth, the last award of the
Arhitration Court will de it.” I amn not going
to say one word against the judges, who 1
have no doubt believed they were acting
rightly. There is quite a possibility that the
Pregident of the Arbitration Court may think
he was taking the only possible atep to save
the mining industry from stagnation or ruinm.
That may have been his outlook. But 1t 18 »
very narrow outlook. The mine managers
and the Chamber of Mines in this State have
long heen agitating for a reduction of costs
in order that, as they said, the industry
might continue. But, unfortunately, as re-
gards reduction of costs there are many par-
tics whom we caonot bring into the court.
That iz very unfortunate indeed. We cannot
bring before the court all those who seek to
profit by the rise in costs generally, or those
who supply mining requisites. It is possible
that a reduction might be made there if we
conld bring them before the tribumal and
bind them by the court’s decision. We can-
not. do that. Unfortunately, too, those who
have supplied the capital for the working
of the great mines do not reside here and we
cannot reach them, 'Their human nature
cannot be touched by us on this side of the
world. They meet in secluded spots whera
they debate purely on the basis of pounds,
shillings and pence and do not seem to care
where the pence come from provided they
take the vltimate shape of dividends. We can-
not reach those people and bring them hefore
the court. Those who run the mining in-
dustry here are merely their agents, their
marionettes. Those who reside in England
and elsewhere decide how our mines shall
operate. Their sympathies are not with the
worker; they congider him a mere machine
though made of flesh and blood. Their
sympathies are with their brother speculators,
investors and capitalists; their sympathics are
with those who are of their own elass. If
anyone is to go under, it must be the flesh
and blood of the workers toiling in the howels
of the earth, absent from sunlight and all
the cheer and comfort of day. We live
amongst these people and kmow them; they
do not. These workers are our friends. We
can gragp them by their hands and hear the
music of their voices; they cannot. They are
unknown cntities, with directors abroad. Be-
ing helpless, poor and unable to find the
money to fight their own battle, the toilers
are the people to be crushed. That is the
misfortune of that fine body of men who
have built up the wealth of Western Aus-
tralia, who have made it possible for other
industries to flourish. And it is they who
are to be victimised! TFlesh and hlood must
recoil against such an aet that might even
be called tyranny. We are ruining the life
of this State. The toll of the death roll of
the mines and the schedule of diseases due
to mining operationa are alarming and ap-
palling. Everyone starting as a young man
in a mine must calculate upon hig life he-
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ing shortened. Few who come out after a
ferm of service in the industry leave it with-
out injured frames or impaired health. They
eome from their toil as cripples, with wheez-
ing chests, with shrunken bodies, hopeless
of outlook. The evil effects are not upen them
alone, but extend to their families. The
wife, dependent upon the wages carned by
her husband te carry her forward, to rear her
children and care for the little ones, is all
the time anxious and worried and fretling as
she seces the silent disease, dne to the in-
dustry, creeping into the form of one she
loves and who i3 there as her sole protector
and guardian. The miseries of these homes
and the sorrows that steal into them, no voice
uor pen can picture. These little ones on the
fields must have a chance to live, but the
money earncd by the breadwinner is not guf-
ficient to give them nourishment to live, nor
yet the elotbing thaf is fitted for children
living in this century. This ia what is metea
ovt to those who have not only exercised self
denial in leaving the lures of the great cities
but have gone out into a eomparative desert,
to the wildness and the privations of life in
the outer centres, These are the men who are
to he crushed one stage lower by the decision
of the court. It geems to me next door—I do
not use the word offensively—to inhuman.
It not only shows a want of decent grati-
tode to those who have helped thia State
so much, but a disregard for human comfort
and human rights that should be the due of
every citizen in a free demoeracy. We wounld
not be true to ourselves if we did not feel
ndignant at a deeision of this mature. We
would not be worthy of the name of eitizens
if we did not do something speedily to cor-
rect the mistake that has heen made and to
re-establish thesc men in better living eon-
ditions because of the hardships they endure
in spots so far distant from us. It is the
duty of the Government to take anch steps
as they, in their wisdom, shall decide, to pre-
vent the application of this award to an im-
portant section of our citizens. If they allow
those citizens to go under, other citizens must
soon go under, too, onc by one, until they are
redueed to the fighting point. That is the
danger we want to aveid. When they are
, tanght to disrespect one law they lose their
respect for other laws and into their hearts
is put the rebellions fire that will lead to a
conflagration, the end of which none of us
can foretell. Wise statesmanship will avoid
that end, Prompt action may avoid it; it
should avoid it. I have made these few re-
marks with a view to urging prompi action
to remedy the mistake already made. It has
not grown to the magmitude it may reach if
we are indolent, and careless in the exercise
of our duty towards a large and inflrential
body of citizens in this State.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.55]: Like
other members 1 was astomished at the
deecision of the Arbitration Court to reduce
the stavdard of miners’ wages to 13s. Gd.
a day. I am sorry that the Premier has
another attack of his sleeping sickness.
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The Premier: I would be a fool if I &id
not steep sometimes,

Mr. HUGHES: I am not sure that a sleep
will save you.

The Premijer: Do not think 1 miss what
you say.

Mr. HUGHES: I cun forgive the celunial
Secretary for being wrapped in thought be-
canse this debate has given bim something
to think about.

The Colonial Seeretary: It is more profit-
able than listening to some of the stuff you
put up.

The Premier: Don’t you think you would
de better if you spoke to the motion?

My, HUGHES: T would like the position
of Opposition members regarding the judges
sitting on the Arbitration Court bench te
be made clear. During his speech the mem-
ber for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) said that an
explanation was wanfed as fo why Mor,
Justice Draper had been sent to the North-
Waest to try an aboriginal who had pleaded
guilty and Mr. Justice Northmore had been
sent to Kalgoorlie to hear the miners’ case,
He gave an explanation, based on eireum-
stanfial evidence, as to why he believed it
had been done. ' It was that some little time
ago Mr. Justice Draper had given the
miners an additional allowance of 1s. 9d.
per day to cover tbe risks and dangers due
te their occmpation and that it would be
impeossible for Mr. Justice Jiraper to go
baek on that deeision.

The Premier: That is nonsense.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course it is. Any prb-
test on behalf of the workers is nonsense in
the eyes of the Premier,

The Premier: I referred to the insinua-
tion.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course, the insinuation,
too, iz nonsemse. It is impossible to say
that there has heen any interference with
the court, for that cannot be proved. On
the other band there is eircumstantial
evidence.

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest there has been
interference?

The Premier: He can say anything at all,

Mr, HUGHES: And the Premier cannof
stop me,

The Premier: Can’t I?

Mr. HUGHES: It would be & poor lookout
for the ¢ommunity if we did not have the
right to bring under the notice of the people
the far reaching effects of a decision such
as that given by the eourt. The member for
Hannans made it clear why Mr. Justice
Draper could not be expscted to take the
miners’ ¢ase and go back upon his decision
regarding the speeial allowance to men en-
gaged in that industry. When the bhLon,
member asked for an explanation as to why
another judge had been sent fo Kalgoorlie,
the Premier immediately seized upon the
statement and said we were denouncing M.
Justice Draper.

The Premier: I said that you were signing
a petition to get rid of him. Have you not
sipned it

Mr. HUGHES: I will do 8o with pleasure.



1484

The Premier: I thought you had already
signed it. .

Mr. HUGHES: I have made the statement
before and I will repeat it as often as I
ean:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Angelo):
The hon, member must not indulge in use-
less repetition.

Mr, HUGHES: It is not useless repeti-
tion; it is important.

The Colonial Becretary: It is painful.

Mr. IIUGHES: When the Government
take a political partisan from the Treasury
benches and place him on the Arbitration
Court bench to dictate to the workers and
determine their wages, they strike a blow
at the court and destroy the confidence of
the workers in arbitration,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Angelo}:
You are getting on to dangerous ground.

Mr. HUGHES: T am not speaking of any
judge in particalar; I am speaking as a
maxim.

Mr. Teeadale: You are taking the whole

art in a face.

“e. HUGHES: Not at all.
80 maxim we have.

N Teesdale: Well, keep on while T look
up tr Standing OrQer.

Mr. . "GHES: What confidence ean the
workers 3 = in the Arbitration Court if the
court is to "ard 14s. 10d. one day and 13s.
6d. the nextr Wobody knows where he stands.
There is no consistency in the court. To
some extent I have been responsible for this
reduction in the miners’ wages. Unless the
workers are prepared to go out on strike and
demonstrate their industrial strength, the
eourt has no respect for them.

Mr. Teesdale: It is public respect you want
to retain, Never mind about the court. You
are not likely to help things by the way you
are speaking now.

Mr, HUGHES: As for public respeect, we
shall have an all round public competition
next March, and already the odds are on this
side. I am not concerned about public re-
spect, but about what is right,

Mr. Mann: Are not the public the best
judges of what is rightt

Mr. HUGHES: Not always—how did you
come here?

Mr, Mann: We know how you got here.

My, Teesdale: He blew in here from the
septic tanks,

Mr, HCGHES: Had the waterside workers’
strike beea gone on with when that award
was given to them, wo should not have had
this trouble in Kalgoorlie to-day. .

The Minister for Works: You would have
had the miners down from Kalgoorlie to send
the water up.

Mr. Heron: They have never scabbed in
their lives. We do not want any reflections
on the miners.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr, Angelo):
Order!

Mr, Heron: Well, keep the Minister for
Works quiet.

Mr. HUGHES: If the waterside workers’
gtrike had been gone on with, the court would

It is the only

{ASSEMBLY.]

not bhave dared to reduce the miners to 13s.

The moment our opponents think the
workers are not prepared to create industrial
gtrife, another big slice is taken off their
wages. The Industrial Arbitration Act pro-
vides that no minimum rate of wage shall be
preacribed that is not sufficient to enable the
average worker to live in reasonable comfort.
Would any man say that the average worker
can live in reasonable comfort on the east-
tern goldfields on 13s. 6d. per day? If we
are going to allow our judges to misinterpret
the Industrial Arbitration Act to the extent
of saying that 13s. 6d. per day will allow
a worker on the eastern goldfields to live
in reasonable comfort, we might as well tear
up the Aet altogether. It does not say
much for the commonsense of the eminent
lawyers presiding at the court. VUnfortun-
ately, there i3 no appeal from the court’s
decision., Members are asked for sugges-
tions. The Government ought to take the
extreme step of creating another judge if
the present judges cannot interpret the law
better than they have done,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Angelo):
The hon. member must not reflect on the
judges.

Mr. HUGHES: T take it we are allowed
to discuss the decisions of a judge, but must
not refleet on his eonduet. I should like to
know what Standing Order I am breaking in
digeussing the judge’s interpretation of the
law?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Angelo):
It is the usage of Parliamentary procedure
aceording to ‘‘May.’’ T will read the para-
graph if you wish it.

Mr, HUGHES: T should like to hear it.

The DEPUTY SPEAEKER (Mr. Angelo):
“May’’ says—

Certain matters cannot be debated, save
uponr a substantive motion which can be
dealt with by amendment or by the distinct
vote of the House. Among these may be
mentioned the conduct of the Bovereign,
the Heir to the Throne, the Viceroy and
Governor General of India, the Lord Lieu-
tenant of Ireland, the Governors General
of the Dominions, the Speaker, the Chair-
man of Ways and Means, members of
either House of Parliament, and judges
of the superior courts of the United King-
dom.

That has also been a rule of this House,

My, HUGHES: Then we are not allowed
to reflect on the jrdges’ personal conduct, but
their deeisions at law are subject to discus-
sinm.

Hou. M. F. Troy: That is so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Angelo):
Proceed, and we shall see how far T ean let
you go.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not wish to refleet on
the personal integrity of any of the judges
but T want to test their interpretation of the
Arbitration Act.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is quite in order.

Mr. HUGHES: I contend that a misinter-
pretation has been placed on the Aet by the
Arbitration Court.
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The DEPUTY SPEAEER (Mr, Angelo):
That is all right.

Mr. HUGHES: Well that is all T was con-
tending. The court has decided that 13s. 64.
per day complies with the section of the Act
Prescribing that nmo minimum rate of wage
shall be fixed below that which will afford the
worker a reasonable standard of comfort.
That is a distinet violation of the Act, and
unfortunately there is no appeal from the
decision. Surely it is time the House took
the matter into consideration. Is it the only
remedy to force the miners out on strike and
have an indugtrial disturbance? Any zetion
the Government might take to eounteract the
conrt’s mininterpretation of the law will be
justified. The Premier ought to approach the
Chief Justice, or whoever is in charge of the
Arbitration Court, and ask whether the case
eould be reheard. If no other judge be will-
ing to re-hear it, the Premier ought to ereate
a mew judge rather than allow this inquity
to go on. The Government could take the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T, Walker), put
him on the beneh and let bim review the case.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. M. F. Troy: Or the member for
Bunbury.
Mr. HUGHES: The Government could

easily find somebody. We know that the em-
ployers would not object to the member for
Kanowna having a seat on the Arbitration
Court, becauvse we have been told that a
man’s political associations disappear im-
mediately he is created a judge.

Mr. Teesdale: The employers are pretty
fair; they do not make mueh fuss.

Mr. HUGHES: Neo, but they get there
just the same, They carry on their propa-
ganda in an insidions way. We are told we
should not make statements unless we have
definite proof. We have to aet on circum--
stantial evidenee. When the last award was
given, propaganda regardini the eastern gold-
fields was started from London, and whe
would be courageous enough to say the latest
decision is not the direet result of that propa-
ganda? Tt is not in accordance with the
statistician’s figures; there bas been no de-
crease in the cost of living, It is not in ae-
cordanee with the Arbitration Aet. What is
it the result of? Tn the abgence of a definite
statement, we are entitled to consider the cir-
cumstantial evidence, and that points to the
propaganda of the London speculators. There
is something to be explained. We are noi
putting up one judge against another. We
do not want one judge more than another,

Mr. Teesdale: Do you want any at all?

Mr. HUGHES: Not in the Arbitration
Court. A knowledge of law is not required
to fix the standard of living. Law plays no
part in the Arbitration Court. It is a ques-
tion of how much bread and butter a man
ought to get for his family in return for his
labour. We do not want legal luminaries in
the Arbitration Court; we want common sense
and reasonableness. We want to know the
cost of living in the terms, not of cmrrency,
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but of commeodities. We want o standard as
to the fopd a man is entitled to, and when
we ascertain the regimen of food, to fix it
from time to time on the purchasing power
of money. The statistician compiles correct
figures as at the date they are supplied, but
the data is not obtained from the workers.
No effort is made to get the household ac-
counts of the workers day in and day out,
and compile ecosts from them. The statis-
tician’e information is obtained from the
anti-labour class—from the traders. The
statistician tells us thai a four-room weather-
board house in Perth ean be rented for 14s.
11d. a week. In my electorate are 2,000
houses, and I defy anybody to find tmore than
one that could be rented for 14s, 11d. a week.

Mr. Teesdale: Some of them arc worth litte
more than that.

Mr. HUGHES: In capital value, yes. It
is due to our friends, who can pull the
strings of the Arbitration Coust, that the
workers have to live under such conditions.
The decisions of the court compel the workers
to live in those hovels. It has been said there
should be a reduction of wages to permit the
mining industry to survive. This statement
is not borne out by facta. The report of the
Taxation Commissioner shows that the aver-
age income per taxpayer in the mining in-
dustry for mine owners and tributers was—
1918-19, £527; 1919-20, £590; 1920-21, £703,
and for those assessed in 1921-22, £1,030.
The peopte that have tazable incomes can
show for the four years an increase of 100
per cent. in their average income. A great
number of mining companies are registered
rompanies, and would not be included in those
figures, The Commissioner, in the table deal-
ing with the classification of the mining com-
panies and the duty collected during the six
financial years ended the 30th June, 1922,
gave the following figures:—1916-17, £36,000;
1917-18, £37,500; 1918-19, £31,000; 1919-20,
£26,000; 1920-21, £40,000; 1921-22, £42,000.
Those figures indicate that the people relying
on the mining industry for their income have
been showing a substantial inerease or main-
taining their ground. Yet we are told the
mineras must aecept 13s. 6d. a day, to enahle
the industry to survive. I would not care
‘‘tuppence’’ if the mining industry went out.
T hope the day will come when there will be
no gold mining industry in Western Australia.

Mr, Teesdale: That is an extraordinary
statement if everyone is making something
out of it. It appears from your figures to be
good payable employment.

Mr. HUGHES: Goed payable employment!

Mr. Teesdale: It may be so.

Mr. HUGHES: What is the
working in the mines?

Mr. Teesdate: There is not too much work
here.

Mr. HUGHES: The reward for working
in the mines i3 a slow, agonising, wasting
death.

My, Teesdale: The cenditions are being im-
proved.

reward for
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Mr. HUGHES: They are not. Early this
year I vigited Kalgoorlie after an absence of
11 years and I was shocked to find my school-
mates, young men, wasted with disease, ex-
pectorating their lungs. They have the dread
miners’ complaint. They bave nothing in life
to look forward to but the sanatorium and
dcath as a happy release from their suffer-
ings. I never realised fully the horror of the
minet’s life until them. When I left the
fields there was a young man in his prime, a
picture of health, one of the finest athletes
on the Golden Mile. When I returned, there
was a knock at my door, and there entered
my roem one as from the grave, a gaunt figure
like a searccrow, a skin-covered skeleton. It
was the athlete of 11 years ago. That is
the remuneration awaiting the men in the
mining industry. I repeat I hope the day will
come when the mines in Kalgoorlie will be
flooded, and there will be no more goldmining
in the State. It is interesting to note that
in summing up the case, the court said there
was no warrant for the allowance of 1s. 9d.
per day for occupational disease, and that
the 2d. per day over and above the rate paid
in Perth was sufficient compensation, Where
could we get a better warrant than the esti.
mates of revenue and expenditure for the
State? T say to the Arbitration Court, ‘‘Here
is the warrant for allowing the 1s. 9d. Last
year the State subseribed to the sanatorium
£13,500.”" If that is not sufficient warrant,
the court will never get a warrant. It is a
great pity the court did not take a trip to
‘Woorcloo to see the unfortunate men there
enjoying the result of the remuneration of
the employmer referred to by the member
for Reebourr (Mr. Teesdale). No better
warrant ¢o' 1 be obtained by amny court for
grauting t : additional allowance—£13,500 to
provide ¥ oge unfortunate victims of the in-
dustry - «th a little comfort before they die.
We k' ,w they cannot be cured.

T} Colonial Secretary: You do not.
are sured.

Mr, HUGHES: In some instances the dis-
ease is arrested; it is never cured. If we
counld take some of the young fellows ouf of
the mines and put them into healthy out-deor
occupations before the disease gets too great
a hold upon them, they could be saved. When
we find the court so callous to suffering—it
is useless to say they were igmorant of it;
anyone who attended the court must have re-
alised the dreadful results of the industry—
it is time something was done. No step would
be too drastic, and anything the Government
couid do to remedy that state of affairs wounld
be justified. A good deal of the. trouble in
arbitration courts generally is due to the faet
that no statisties are submitted in opposition
to those snpplied by the Federal and State
statisticians. They eompile their figures
from the business men, the house and land
agents and other people not interested in
maintaining a high basic wage. There should
be a subsidiary department to the court, a
statistical office compiling figures from the
invoices the workers get from the fraders, so
that the other side of the picture could be

Some
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presented to the court, If such figures were
properly tabulated they would blow to rib-
bons the departmental statisties. If the Gov-
ernment are net prepared to provide this sub-
sidiary department, it would be better for
the workers to conserve some of their funds
and devote them to a statistical department
of their own., Instead of sending one
advocate after amother to the court to
contest the same issue, it would be
better to ecreate a department of their
own, even if it cost them £5,000 a year.
If we are to have arbitration, and this is to
be the fundamenta) basis of the awards the
workers will have to do something fo combat
the figures of the statistician. If the conrt
will not do it, they should set up their own
statistical department, even if they have to
bring a mar from Europe at a big salary to
take charge of it. They must have figures to
combat those set up againat them.

The Minister for Works: Do you want us
to understand that the statistician is biassed?

Mr, HUGHES: I said definitely that, from
the information supplied to him, the statis-
tician compiles the figures correctly.

The Minister for Works: He should get
his own figures. .

Mr. Munsie: How can he?

Mr. HUGHES: They are supplied to him
from various sources.

Mr. Harrison: That would be the case with
any other statistician,

Mr. HUGHES: They must be supplied
from gome source; they could not come from
nowhere, like Topsy. The figures are fur-
nigshed from traders, house and land agents,
and others who are genmerally unsympathetie
towards a high basic wage.

Mr. Harrison: That implies a bias,

Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. member inter-
prets it in that way, I canmot help it. I am
biassed against the figures, because they are
not compiled from facts supplied by both
sides,

The (olenial Seeretary: You are implying
a1 hias.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minisier for Works is
wrong in trying to draw the inferesce that
1 am accusing the statistician of bias.

The AMinister for Works: [ canncet under-
stand why he should not be able to get fipures
as fair as those obtained by anyone else,

My, HUGHES: He does not do so.

The Miniaster for Mines: He gets his
figures from traders and not from econsumers,

Mr. HUGHES: That is it.

The Minister for Mines: They vary very

mueh,
Mr. HUGHES: T do not suggest that he
should drop the trader and take up the

consumer, but he should get figures from hoth
sides. The trader could put in a priee of
10d. for a tin of jam, and the consumer
might be able to get a better articls by pay-
ing 1s., bat as 10d. has gone in as the price,
that must stand.

Mr. Heron: There may be different prices.

Mr. AUGHES: Yes. We continually see
prices advertised in the paper, but when we
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attempt to buy at those prices we are told
that the goods have been sold out. That is
the class of information the statistician ob-
tains. The best source of information is the
invoice of the householder, in conjunction
with the trader’s price list. A certain num-
ber of houscholders should supply the whole
of their invoicea day in and day out for the
information of the statistician. If this is not
done, there is no other way of rectifying the
present position of affairs than for the Lab-.
our organisations to collect their own data
[ suggest that Parliament should accept the
responsibility of laying down the minimum
hasic wage for the State, and the maximum
number of hours that ean be worked, and
that the rest of the buainess shuu!d be left
to the Arbitration Court. That would solve
the diffienlty, and be a boon to both employer
and employee. If Parliament stated that 44
" or 48 hours was to be the maximum working
week, and that 14a. or 15s. was to be the
minimum wage, the employers would know
where they stood for a definite peried and it
would save a tremendous amount of repetition
in the court. The court could then arbitrate
on auch things as how much above the basic
wage was to be paid for skill, or to employees
engaged in dirty work such as in connection
with flue boxes, or as to climatic conditions,
distriet allowances, ete. I do not say this
scheme would he a whole-hearted suceess, for
it would first have to be tried for a few years.
If it were tried it would be the buginess of
.members of Parliament to go into all the data,
and by a majority decide what should be
done. The whole matter would then be more
or less in the hands of the people,

Mr. Teesdale: Do yout mean a flat rate
for each industry.

Mr. HUGHES: Parliament, for instance,
could say that 15s. a day was to be the mini-
mum daily wage. A carpenter may consider
he is entitled to 4s. a day above that wage,
and he could go to the court and argue the
matter. Parliament would possess all the in-
formation that was in the hands of the court.
This is a solution that appeals to me as
worthy of a trial. Cases have been awaiting
a hearing in the court for two years, because
they have not had the influence of the Cham-
ber of Mines behind them. The system can-
uot he eatisfactory when that kind of thing
can happen.

Mr, Johnston: TUnder your scheme you
would rather trust the Upper House than the
Arbitration Court?

Mr. HUGHES: If the Upper House would
not allow the Lower House to fix a decent
basic wage, I would trust the people to oust
it If the people supported the Upper House
and allowed it to keep them in ahjeet poverty,
they would deserve all they got. If the Leg-
islative Council refused to allow this Heuse
to fix a decent basic wage, such a storm would
arise that every member of another place
would take a trip to the House of Commons,
and endeavour to have the Censtitution
amended so that they might come back to
‘Western Australia.

[61]
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER:
diseussing the Upper House.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member knows
that the Upper House would be a stumbling-
block, This would be the time to get rid of
it. We are facing a serious crisis in Western
Augtralia. The workers are all alarmed at
this drastic step. The onus is on the Govern-
ment to keep the wheels of industry geing.
Let them take the bull by the horns and
have the case veheard before another judge.
If they cannot get another judge, let them
appoint a new President. I hope at the
next elections it will be made an issne that
Parliament should fix the minimum basic
wage and the maximum hours to be worked.
Notwithstanding that the miners have had
three awards in tihe last two years, their
case was taken ahead of the cases of
people who have been waiting for two years.
That must leave a nasty odour in the nos-
trils of all fair-minded people. For the sake
of the court and of tke countigence of the
people in the judiciary, there onght to be
scme adequate explanation of this extraord-
inary ciremmstance.

We are not

Mr. MUNSIE (Hanrnans—in reply)
[10.40]: There is really only one statement
to which I desire to reply, and that is a
statement made by the Premier. The hon.
gentleman said that the motion merely
asked that public attention be drawn to the
award, and he suggested that [ had practi-
cally sceomplished that aim by bringing the
matter before the House, and through the
House and the Press before ihe people of
tlis State. Then the Premier wear ou io
iy that the motion did nac ask the Monse
to tuke any specific action. That Is the
statement 1 wish to reply to. The Premier
knens as well as any member of this Flouse
that T conld not, in such a motion a3 this,
ask the House to tale any action, It would
have been out of order to do so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The motion would not
have been accepted.

Mr. MUNSIE: I took the only course
open to me. Having made that explanation,
I have only to add that, seeing the matter
has been discussed fully to-night, seeing
that the whole of the circumstances leading
up to the making of the award and the
probable results from putting the award in
operation have been set forth, I am pre-
pared to withdraw my motion, more especi-
ally because the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. MeCallum) has to-day given
notice of a further motion bearing on the
matter, which motion will be discussed very
soon, Accordingly, I ask leave to withdraw
my meotion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILLS (2)~—FIRST READING.
1, Change of Names Regulation,

2, Friendly Societies Act Amendment Bill.
Received from the Couneil.
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RESOLUTIONS (2) — ESPERANCE
NORTHWARDS RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Council’s Messages,

Meseage received from the Council request-
ing the Assembly's concurrence in the follow-
ing resolution:—

That in the opinion of this House the
Governmeant should seck the necessary auth-
ority this scssion to extend the Esperance
Northwards ratlway, now in course of com-
struction, so that it will junetion with the
main railway gystem of the State at Norse-
mann.

Further Message received from the Council
acquainting the Assembly, in veply to its
Message, that

The Council Las already passed a resolu-
tion which is of like substance to that set
out in the Assembly’s Message, the onmly
difference between the two resolutions being
that in the Assembly’s resolotion the words

‘“as early as possible’’ are substituted for

‘‘thig session’’ in the Council’s resolution.

In these eircumstaneces, except for the diffi-

eulty which arises from the provisions of

the Couneil’s Standing Order No. 120, the

Council is necessarily prepared to coneur in

the Assemhly’s resolution subject to the al-

teration above referred to.

RETURN—RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS
VACANCIES,

Applicants’ Birth Places.

Hon. M. T, TROY (Mt. Magnet) [10.48]:
This being a formal matter, I move on behalf
of the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall},
who is unavoidably absent—

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing:—i1, The total num-
ber of applications by persons born outside
the Commonwealth for admission to the
Government tramways and railways respect-
tve'y of this State for the yeor ended 31st
October, 1923. 2, The total number of ap-
plications by persons born within the Com-
monwealth for admission to the Govern-
ment tramways and reilweys respecltively
for the same peried. §, The number of suc-
cessful applicants in both clesses in each
system respectively for the same period.

The Minister for Railways: The Commis-
sioner of Railways informs me that the in-
formation desired is mot available in the de-
partment.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the member
for Moore (Lient.-Col. Denten) an the ground
of urgent private business.

[ASSEMBLY, ,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24,
Report of Committee of Supply adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Committee
of Ways and Mexzns, Mr. Angelo in the Chair,

The PREMIER (Ifon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam): I move—

That towards making good the supply
granted to IHis Majesty, a sum net cxceed-
ing £1,131,846 be granted out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of Western dus-
traliv, and a sum not cxcceding £63,000
from the Sale of Government Property
Trust Account.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported.

BILL—VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Beading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K. Maley—Greenaugh) [10.56] in
moving the second reading said: The pro-
posed amendment of the parent Act is to cn-
able the Veterinary Board to permit persons
who may prove on esamination te be quali-
fied or fitted to attend to ailing animals
throughout our scattered ecountry distriots,
to do 30 where no registered veterinary prac-
titioners are available, It will enable the
board to register such persons and permit
them to charge fees for the scrvices they ren-
der to the farmers. It also protects ihe pre-
sent registered vetesinary practitioners be-
cause, should a registered veterinary sur-
geon establish himself in a country dis-
trict, the board may de-register the
rerson whom they l-ave permitted to prae-
tice there as a veterinary surgeon. This
amendment has been advocated by members
for a long time, and the Bill provides all that
is npecessary. It will overcome the difficulty
experienced in country districts at present,
becanse the Act does not permit any farmer
in an outlying district to secure the services
of a man who knows his work thoroughly, nor
does it permit any such man to charge fees
for services he may render. If he did charge
fees, he would render himself liable to pro-
seention.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He has to be 30
miles away from a registered veterinary sur-
geon?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURL :
A radius is prescribed in the Bill. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. W. . Angwin, debate
adjourned.
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BILL—EOJONUP RACECOURSE.

Second EReading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [11.2] in
moving the second reading said: The purpose
of the Bill is to provide for the improving
and utilising of a reserve at Eojonup as a
racecourse and re¢reation and show ground.
The Kojonup Race Club trustees hold a 99
years lease of reserve 1440 for racecourse
purposes. The Kojonup Agricultural and
Horticultural Society’s trustees hold reserve
17376 for a show ground under a vesting
order under Section 42 of the Land Act.
Those bodies wish to combine and concentrate
their efforts on reserve 17376 by improving
and utilising it for a racecourse, recreation
and show ground generally, as reserve 1440 is
considered to be too far from the centre of
the town for the purpose. The race club de-
gires that reserve 1440 be granted in tee
simple with permission to sell, freed from
trusts, in order that the proceeds may be ap-
plied to improving reserve 17376, and the
local bodies have agreed to reserve 17376 be-
ing granted to the Kojonup Road Board for
the aforesaid purposes. The Bill therefore
provides for the survender by the race club
trustees of reserve 1440, and the granting of
the same in fee simple to the road board with
power to sell, provided that the proceeds are
applicd to the improvement of reserve 17376
to the satisfaction of the Minister for Lands,
The Bill alse provides for the granting in
fee simple to the Kojonup road board of re-
serve 17376 in trust for the purposes of race-
course, agriculitural show ground, and public
recreaton. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitice, ste.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported withoul amepdment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT teok the Chair at 4.30

p.m. and read prayers.

LEAVE QF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. 'W. Kirwan leave of
absence for six couyecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. J. Cornell (South) on the ground
of urgent private business.

BTLL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AXND AGENCY COM-
PANY, LTD., ACT AMENDMENT
(PRIVATE).

Bead a third time and tronsmitted to the

Assembly.

BILL—IXNSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMEXNT.

In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 15th November, Hom.
J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; Heon. T. Moore
in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon. A. Lovekin had moved an amendment
as followsg:—

That in line 1 of the proposed new Suwb-
section 4 the words ‘‘under tweniy-one
years of age’’ be deleted.

Hon. A, LOVEKIX: Since the previous
sitting this matter has been further considered
and I propose to submit an amendment of
similar purport, but in slightly different
form. 1 ask leave to withdraw the amend-
ment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

That after ‘‘age’’ the following be in-

serted:—*‘or between that age and fifty.”?

If that be agreed to, I propose to move to
insert after ‘‘1ift’’ the words ‘‘unless he
(a) has served the Empire in any war or (b)
is physically incapable of undertaking more
exacting or laborious work. Provided that no
person so employed shall be paid less than
the minimam wapge preseribed for aduli

I move an amend-



